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PREFACE.

I HAVE published this little volume very
much in self-defence. Some years ago
I. delivered a lecture on * Eccentric
Preachers,” and a reporter's motes of it
. were published in one of the newspapers.
These, like all such things, were mere
pickings and cuttings, and by no means
the lecture itself. Gentlemen of the press
have an eye to the amusement of their
readers, and make selections of all the
remarkable anecdotes, or odd sayings,
used by a speaker, and when these are
separated from their surroundings the
result is an{thing but satisfactory. No
man’s speeches or lectures should be
. judged of by an ordinary newspaper sum-
mary, which in any case is a mere sketch,
and in many instances is a vile caricature.

I thought no more of my lecture till
the other day I found the mere rags and
bones of the reporter set forth in Avoexien
as an address by myself, worthy ‘o W=
bound up with my book upon ¢ Commesk

ing and Commentaries.’ 'Those ot



mi reter Cartwright Peter Garrel
. Lady Ann Askew Lady Askayn
er Cartwright was an American back
'ds preacher, and his name should hav
1 familiar to the American editor, bu
e Eublishers are so intent upon gettin
their books that they cannot affor.
» for correction.

inding that I had by me the whole o
mutilated lecture, I thought of print
it, to show what I had l'eallx :goken
upon looking it over, I judged it tc
etter to expand it and make it intc
all book. I hope the reader will not
loger by my resolution._

Anciea
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calumniating those who live for the good
of others. True rs have enough of care
and ‘travail without being burdened by
undeserved and useless fault-finding. We
have something better to do than to be
for ever answering every malignant or
frivolous slander which i8 set afloat to
injure us. We expected to prove our
ministry “by evil report and by good re-
port,” and we are not therefore over-
whelmed by abuse as though some new
thing had happened unto us; and yet
there are tender, loving spirits who- feel
the trial very keenly, and are sadly hin-
dered in brave service by cruel assaults.
The rougher and stronger among us laugh
at those who ridicule us, but upon others
the effect is very sorrowful. For their
sakes are these pages written; may they
be a warning to wanton witlings who de-
fame the servants of the Most High God.
As ministers we are very far from being
perfect, but many of us are doing our best,
and we are grieved that the minds of our
people should be more directed to our per-
sonal imperfections than to our divine
message. God has purposely put Ws
treasare in earthen vessels that the exce\-
Jency of the power should be ascrived W



eader, be it yours to profit by
‘aster’s servants, and even by
Yours truly,
C. H, SPURGE
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WHAT IS ECCENTRICITY ?

OugHT I not to be very timid in speaking
upon eccentric preachers when I am some-
what sarcastically requested by an anony-
mous letter writer to look at home? 1
do look at home, and I am glad that I
have such a happy home to look at. Trem-
bling has not seized mpon me upon re-
ceiving my nameless friend’s advice, for
two reasons ; first, because I am not horri-
fied by being charged with eccentricity, and
secondly, because I do not consider mysclf
to be guilty of that virtue or vice, which-
ever it may be. Years ago I might have
been convicted of a mild degree of the
quality, but since 8o many have copied my
style, and so considerable a number have
borrowed my discourses, I submit that I
am rather the orthodox example than the
glaring cxception. After having \ived for
a quarter of a century in this reglon, L
um not now re ardg in London o8
henomenon to e gtared ab, Hok °° *



- cewav guas_miwer year without com
uto serious collision with my neighbou

ave reason to believe that my pathwa)
he religious heavens is not eccentric, |
: a8 regular as that of the other lig
hich twinkle in the same sky. I h¢
‘obably done my anonymous corre
mtmore honour than he deserves in taki
much notice of him ; indeed, I on
:ntion the man and his communicatic
at I might bear witness against e
onymous letters, Never write a lett(
which you are ashamed to put you
ne; as a rule, only mean persons ai
Ity of such an action, though I hoy
present correspondent is an avan-ti-



WHAT IS ECCENTRICITY ? 11

large while they can discover motes in
other men’s optics, and hence they resort
to the amusement of detraction. Ministers
are the favourite prey of critics, and on
Sundays, when they think it right to talk
religion, they keep the rule to the letter,
but violate its sense by most irreligiously
overhauling the persons, characters, sayings
and doings of God’s servants. “ Dinner
is over. Bring the walnuts, and let us
crack the reputations of & preacher or two.
It is a pious exercise for the Sabbath.”
Then tongues move with abounding clat-
ter; tales are told without number, and
when the truth has been exhausted a few
“ inventions” are exhibited. One saw a
preacher do what was never done, and
another heard him say what was never
said. Old fictions are brought up and
declared to have happened a few days ago,
though they never happened at all, and so
the good people hallow the Sabbath with
Pious gossip and sanctimonious slander.
There 18 a very serious side to this when
we remember the fate of those who love
and make a lie; but just now we Wi\ neh
dwell upon that solemn topie, ‘et we
should be accused of lecturing cox 20NEHER
in more senses than cne. o for WL W
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; in any respect; no bones are
1y position i8 not injured, and 1
i not soured.

From the earliest period it h
und impossible for the messenge:
od has sent to suit their style o
1ce to tl;eltastes of allt: hIn all
ns usefa sreachers of the gos,
en objected to by a portion of 5
ity. Mere chips in the porrid
:ape censure and mildly win the
e of indifference, but decided
1 be surronnded with warm frier
hot foes. He who hopes to pre
to please evervhndv mmnob %~ —
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was made his fault, and they said, ¢ He
hal(:lh a_deyﬂ.”l__.]esus Christ came eating
and drinking, living as a man among men ;
and this which th%y retended to desire
in John became an offence in Jesus, and
they libelled him as “ a drunken man and
a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and
sipners.” Neither the herald nor his
Master suited the wayward tastes of their
contemporaries. ILike children playing in
the market-place, who would not agree
about what the game shou'd be, so were
the sons of men in that g:g:ration. They
rejected the messengers use they loved
not thé God who sent them, and they only
pretended to object to the men because
they dared not avow their enmity to their
Master. Hence the objections were often
inconsistent and contra({jctory, and always
frivolous and vexatious.

Filled with the same spirit of con-
trariety, the men of this world still de-
preciate the ministers whom God sends
them and profess that they would gladly.
listen if different preachers could be
found. Nothing can please them, theix
cavils are dealt out with heedlews v~
versality. Cephas is too blumt, Apohos @

too flowery, Igaul is too argumeniate



imsell and I0110WS 1v wivl puy
sual to charge him with being ¢
f his honesty may not be suspe
is zeal questioned, nor his powe
1eer at him and call him eccentr
1ay be the arrow will wound.

et us now pay our attentior
readful word eccentric, and the
'hat means it has been fixed upo
reachers of the gospel, and thos
a8t in usefulness,

What is it to be eccentric ?
nd easy method for determining {
ag of & word is to go to the d:
)r. Saml‘l_el Johnson, what say

- HTL lmenifae Aawral

r



WHAT 18 ECCENTRICITY ? 15

evidently in brilliant society. Now I am
frce to admit that the word has come to
mean singular, odd, whimsical, and so
forth ; but by going a little deeper iuto
its etymologg, we discover that 1t simply
means that the circle inwhich an eccentric
man moves is not quite coincident with
that which is followed by the majority :
he does not tread the reiular ring, but
deviates more or less a8 he sees fit. It
would be easy to prove that a movement
m? be eccentric, and yet quite regular
and effective. Every man who has to do
with machinery knows what it is for one
wheel to be eccéntric to another, and he
knows also that often this may be a need-
ful and useful arranfement for the purpose
of the machine. It does mnot seem so
very horrible after all that a man should
be eccentric. I suppose the popular
meaning is that a man is off the circle, or
in more vulgar phrase, “ off the square.”
But the point is, who is to tell us what
the square is, and who is to decide which
circle a man is bound to follow? True,
this second circle is not concentric with
the first, but it is not therefore wore
eccentric than the first, for each one
eccentric to the other, 1t mey W Voot



dissented from me. He replie
was & Nonconformist, but I reto
he also was a Nonconformist, fo
not conform to me. Such term
are to be accurately employed, :
fixed standard; and in the cas
term “eccentricity ” we need firsi
a centre and a circumference, frc
we may depart. This will be no e
indeed, those who attempt it wil
to be impossible in matters of t
deportment, according to the ol
“de gustibus, &c.,” (concerning n
taste it is idle to dispute), and !
worn proverb, “every man to his
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impose curves of their own, it may be
grandlyright to be eccentric, foran eccentric
pathall the saints have trodden as theyhave
tracked the narrow way in the teeth of
the many who pursue the downward road.
From such consecrated eccentricity come

martyrs, reformers, and the leaders of the
advance %uard of freedom and progress.
Breaking looge from the shackles of evil
customs, such men first stand alone and
defy the world ; but ere long the great
heart of manhood discerns their excel-
lence, and then men are so eager to fall at
their feet that the idolatry of hero-worship
is scarcely escaped. To us the men seem
grander in their solitary adherence to the
right, and to the true, than when they be-
come the centres of admiration: their
brave eccentricity is the brighbest gem in
their crown. The slavery of custom is as
hard and crushing as any other form of
human bondage, and blessed is he who for
the truth’s sake disdains to wear the gall-
ing chain, preferring rather to be charged
with sin ity and held up to ridicule.
It is clear, then, that eccentricity mey in
certain cases be a virtue. When it touches
the moral and the spiritnal it Ty B
worthy of all honour. 2
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preachers are eccentric—“W
the centre for them?” She
portant task devolve upon thos
who buy lithographed sermons
them as theirown? These m¢
danger of violating propriet;
cess of their zeal, for their dis
cut and dried for them at
establishments. Do you ask,
true?” I answer, undoubted]
other day, to test the matt
my secretary to a certain books
he brought home to me spe
these precious productions, lit.

4 1

or written by hand. at i~~~
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conformed? Are we all to purchase
spiritual food for our flocks, at the liberal
rate of half a guinea a quarter for
thirteen sermons, to be exchanged at
Lady-day, Midsummer, Michaelmas, and
Christmas? If these things be so, and
this trade is to be continued and increased,
I suppose that we who think out our own
sermons, and deliver them fresh from our
hearts, will be regarded as odd fellows,
just as Mr. Wesley was stigmatized as
eccentric becanse he wore his own hair
when all the fashionable world rejoiced in
wigs. Well, my brethren, if it should
ever be the fashion to wear wooden legs I
shall be eccentric enough to keep to those
which nature gave me, weak as they are,
and I trust that the number of eccentric
people will be sufficient to keep me in
countenance.

Who is to fix the centre of the circle?
Shall we give the compasses into the hand
of the high-flying brethren whose rhetoric
towers into the clouds and is shrouded
and lost inthem ? Certainly these do the
business very grandly, dealing in the wh-
lime and beantiful quite as freely an Burks
himself No common men understendeth

orso much as dareth to atternpt WOIeT
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ger those whom they should establish.
Sishop Blomfield tells us that a certain
verger said to him, “ Do you know I have
been verger of this church fifty years, and
though I have heard all the great sermons
preached in this place I am still a Chris-
tian.”” Now, are these dealers in words and
dreams to fix the centre? If so, we in-
tend to be eccentric; and blessed be God
we are not alone in that resolve, for there
are others who join with us in the opinion
that to be studying the prettinesses of
elocution, and the fancies of philosophy,
while men are perishing around us is the
brutal eccentricity of a Nero, who fiddled
while Rome was burning and sent his
galleys to fetch sand from Alexandria while
the populace died for want of bread. If
the centre is to be up in the clouds, let a
few of us who care for something practical
stop down below and be regarded as eccen-
tric. Itis an odd thing that some men
refer to speak upon topics of which they
ow nothing, and from which no benshiv
can possibly arise, while themes which
might edify are disregarded. Timbs W\
us of an eccentric “ Walking Stewab.
who had perambulated half the wWord Y
ﬂ'oald never talk of his tmveh, ptg{et‘



acc wUSL AL Nnome when they are:
and most important when their
insignificant. We do not che
centre, for it is far more suitabl
o’-the-wisps than ministers of ¢
word. en all souls are save
mourners comforted we may v
discuss recondite theories, but
sraveyards are filling with tl
tnow not God.

‘Where, then, is the centre to t
Am I directed to yonder vestry
rardon—sacristy. If you will «
loor, you will perceive & con

wumber of cupboards, presses, and
Thawa acen —- 0 T 0 A
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: bread and wine, and—well, there's
«d of the concerns! We are not well
ructed in the terminology of these
spery establishments, but we are in-
formed that these things are not to be
treated with levity, seeing that therecin
abideth much grace, which ministereth to
the establishment of the saints. In truth,
we have small care to linger among these
resplendent rags, but assuredly if the
centre of gravity lies with gentlemen who
thus bedizen their corporeal frames, we
prefer to be eccentric, and dress as other
male humanities are wont to do. It has
seemed to us to be needful to discard
even the white necktie. While it was the
ordinary dress of a gentleman, well and
good ; but as it has grown to denote a
personage of the clerical sort, or in other
words, has become a priestly badge, it
seems best to abjure it. This may be
done the more readily because it is also
the favourite decoration of undertakers
and waiters at hotels, and one has no wish
to be taken for either of these deserving
functionaries, Some young preachet
delight in cravats of ~extreme \engi™
and others tie them with grest prec\\o}
reminding us of Bean Brumme), ¥



vas crossing the river by a pen
wat, when a rude fellow saic
‘ How are you getting on at Hitc
. could not imagine what he me
ie explained that he supposed
he drapery line, and was probak
minent firm. He tried hard tc
there I was serving, and whe
im for answer that I knew no
ouses in the City, and was n
rapery, “Then,” said he, “
Tethodist parson’; which was
hot by far, and yet not quite a 1
Iaving no desire to be lifted
lerical order, or to claim any d
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absurd. The centre is not here. They that
weuar soft raiment are in king's houses,
but the King of kings cares nothing for the
finery and foppery of ecclesiastical parade.
According to common talk, the centre
of the circle is fixed by the dullest of all
the brotherhood, for to be eccentric means
with many to have anything over half a
grain of common sense, or the remotest
flavouring of humour. Have anything
like originality, anﬁhin like genius,
anything like a sparkle of wit, anything
like natural whole-souled action, and you
will be called eccentric directly by those
who are used to the gospel of Hum-drum.
The concentric thing with many is to
prose away with great propriety and drone
with supreme decorum. Your regular
man says nothing which can by any pos-
gibility offend anybody, and nothing which
is likely to do anyone good. Devoid of
fanlts, and destitute of excellencies, the
er preacher pursues his mechanical
round, and shudders at the more erratic
motions of real life. Far be it from us to
depreciate the excellent brother, his way
is doubtless the best for him, yet are there
. other modes which are quite a8 commends
able though more likely to Yo CconsuIRA.



- wwau w yourself a h
the great university of Dron
you wake up your soul and ¢
getic delivery, and a natural,
forcible- mode of utterance,
authorities of that gigantic in
say, “Oh dear, it is a pitg he
tric.” Common sense decid
to have the centre for an ea
an owl, or the circle for a wax
forced upon a living man.

As to this supposed centre o
which we have tried in vain
may be as well to remark th:
fixed, and never can be fixed
and times and cirenmet~---
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» N0 one in those days called them ec-

ric because of that particular practice ;

to show how the ideas of men have

iged again, no one is now considered

3 eccentric for open-air preaching, at

s Not in these regions. I might

ch sta.ndingon a gravestone to-morrow,

none would blame me. Yes, I forgot,

st not be in a national graveyard, or

buld be liable to something dreadful.

must neither stand on an Episcopal

»stone nor be laid under one with our
funeral rites. Those orthodox worms

‘h have fattened on correct:{ buried

ses 80 long, would be taken ill if they

on bodies over which the regular

lain has not asked a blessing. This
for the worms is to my mind rather

atric, but let that pass, 1t will soon be

bered among the superstitions of a

.age. As times roll on, that which is

atric in one era becomes general and
even fashionable in another. The

1me and general cut of a Xreacher of

:n_ Elizabeth’s day would cresfe o

o if it should be copied under the
of Queen Victoria, and even the

b breeches, _silk  stockings, ®©
uckles which I have myse\l #&*°
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us tne holy tome of piety, an
man who should wuse it mno
were an Englishman, would be t
»dd being. Indeed, much of ¢
f the famous Matthew Wilk
n that particular habit; he 1
mile, even when speaking with ¢
ity by the strangeness of his v
et I never heard that our 1
1cestors were otherwise than gra
stening to the same peculiar

terance. Time was when it

unted one of the outrageous de
rtain Jack Hanway, that he

Iked down a street in London m

v Ame——
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orderly style of his handwriting, and the
precision of his phrases, should be a very
exemlplary individual, once wrote me a
sternly admonitory letter. From having
read my printed discourses with much
pleasure he had come to consider me as a
godly minister ; and, therefore, being in
London, he had availed himself of the op-
rtunity to hear me. This, however, he
eeply regretted, as he had now lost the
power to read my sermons with pleasure
any more. What, think you, had I said
or done to deprive me of the food opinion
of so excellent a Hollander? I will relicve
your mind by saying that he considered
that I preached exceedingly well, and he
did not charge me with any extravagances
of action, but it was my personal ap-
gee:rrgnce which shocked him. I wore a
, which was bad enough, but worse
than this, he observed upon my lip a
moustache! Now this guilty thing is really
so insignificant an affair that he might
have overlooked such an unobtrusive
offender. But, no, he said that I wore a
moustache like a carnal, worldly-minded
man! Think of that, Instead of heing
8)] shaven and shorn like the holy men
whom he was accustomed to hesr, ¥



abjure the razor. His gres
minister, with ruff and band
and a woman’s chin was not e
because I allowed my hair
nature meant it should, I w
and frivolous and carnal a
minded, and all sorts of bad t
see, what is eccentric in Hc¢
eccentric in England, and vice
of the eccentric business is
longitude and latitnde, and
correct one would need to ta
ings, and carry with him a 1
tumes and customs, graduat
to the distance from the first

Maranvar wa mav nat fare
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now saying and doing very remarkable
things, and yet are escaping the charge of
eccentricity. It is well for them that
some of us lived before them, and for far
emaller liberties were set in the pillory.
For myself, I venture.to say that I have
been severely criticized for anecdotes and
illustrations of the very same kind which
I meet with in the very excellent dis-
courses of my friend, Mr. Moody, whom I
appreciate probably more than anybody
else. Many dear, good souls who have
heard him with pleasure would not have
done so twenty years ago, but would have
regarded him as very eccentric. As to
Mr. Bankey’s singing, of which I equally
approve, would not that have been un-
%ardonable even ten years ago? Would
ed Wright and Joshua Poole, and

brethren of that order, have been tolerated
in 185872 According to the rules which
judged Rowland Hill to be eccentric, I
should say that these brethren are quite
as far gone, if not further, and yet one
does not hear an outery against them for
eccentricity. No, the bonds are relaxed,
and it is just possible that they are now
rather too glack than too tight. % s,
howerver, very curious to watch the Taoods
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own path. To promote a manly, (
course of action in such matters i
object in delivering this lecture.
i.et us, if we are minister
which we believe to be most 1
useful, and pay little heed to
ments of our contemporaries.
wisely we can afford to wait ; «
is in a higher approbation th
men ; but even if it were not, w
to wait. The sweeping censu
ried critics will one day be blow
the chaff of the threshing-flo
great heart of the church of G
4=mn ¢ her real champions, anc
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really hisown. He has some end to serve
in God’s eternal purpose, let him answer
that end without carping criticism from
us. Who are we, that we should even
condemn what seems to us odd and sin-
gular? How many souls were won to God
by Mr. Rowland Hill’s “ eccentricities,”
as they called them, the judgment day
alone will reveal. You have, doubtless,
heard of the young man who was about
to go to India, and a pious friend was
very anxious that he should not leave the
country in an unconverted state. He in-
duced this young man to stay a week with
him in London, and took him to hear a
minister of much repute, a very able man—
a man of sound argument and solid thought,
in the hope that perhaps something which
he said would lead to his friend’s conver-
sion. The youth listened to the sermon,
pronounced it an excellent discourse, and
there was an end of it. He was taken to
hear another earnest preacher, but no
result came of the service. When the last
night came, the godly friend, in a sort of
desperation, ventured with much trembling
to lead his companion to Surrey Chepe),\w
hear Mr. Hill, praying earnestly that Wx.
Hill might not say any funny things 3 theh
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things. Among the rest he sa:
had seen a number of pigs fc
butcher in the street, at whicl
velled, inasmuch as swine have
will of their own, and that w
sften according to their drive
Mr. Hill, upon enquiring, found
vforesaid pigs followed the leade
1e_had peas in his pocket, and ¢
nd then he dropped a few befi
hus overcoming their scruples
rensities. Even so, said Mr. 1
he devil lead ungodly men capti

vill, and conduct them into the s
onge of averlagtine Adactwinbine
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That story about the pigs has deeply im-

ressed me, for I fear it is my case.” A
Eappy conversion followed, and the critic
could only retract his criticism in the
gilence of his own grateful heart. Well,
then, let each servant of God tell his
message in his own way. To his own
Master he shall stand or fall.

If God moves a Rowland Hill to speak
of pigs, it will be better than if he had
descanted upon %uling brooks, or blue-
eyed seraphim. Taste may be shocked,
but what of taste when men are to be
aroused from the fatal slumbers of in-
difference! If you are living without
Christ in the world, your state and con-
dition are far more shocking in themselves
than any arousing words can possibly he.
It is sin which is vulgar and in bad taste;
so they think who best can judge,—the

arest of our race and the angels in heaven.

t disgusts me to see a man whom God’s
word declares to be “ condemned already”
giving himself airs, and affecting to be
too delicate to hear a homely sentence
from one who desires to save him from
eternal wrath, He is coarse enough ‘WO
despise the altogether lovely One, broa)

enough to reject the gospel of love, o
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Rowland Hill. Tinge your stories or your
figures with dirt, Mr. Slopdash! and we
abandon you: nothing which is indelicate
can be endured in the service of a holy
God. Come home to the heart in your
own genial, home-spun manner, and I, for
one, will delight in you, Mr. Slapdash !
and bid you God speed. So much differ-
ence is t{ere between slop and slap that
it might furnish a theme for a lecture, and
yet there is only the change of a vowel in
the words. So may disgusting vulgarity
and homely force wear the same aspect,
and yet they differ as much as black and
white. There is a charming poetry in
many & gimple figure which unsophisticated
minds delight in. If a smile is raised it
only shows that the soul is awake, and is
pleased to be taught so plainly. Critics
ma{l take out their penknives to gore and
gash, but honest hearts delight in the
natural expressions, the instructive com-
parisons, and the heartfelt utterances of
the earnest man whom the world sets down
as

AN ECCENTRIC PREACHRR.



WHO HAVE BEEN |
ECCENTRIC?

IN the previous lecture we ga
little light upon the true mea
centricity, and we discovered it
quarters where it is little suspec
we saw many to be free from it
been popularly charged with il
not, however, be supposed that
attempt the justification of all €
‘We are sorrowfully compelled t
to critics of the ministry that per

entovad &~ -
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mimic, and we have not a word to say
in his defence, but we give him over as a
dead horse to the dogs of criticism. They
may rend him in pieces, and devour him
if so they desire, for imPostors and pre-
tenders deserve the critic’s sharpest teeth.
Find us a preacher who obtains notoriety
for himself by descending to buffoonery,
and who goes out of his way to say smart
things, and make jokes on sacred subjects,
and we decline to be his advocate.

Natural humour may possibly be conse-
crated and made to wear the yoke of
Christ, but he who apes it is no true man.
If you find us a man who has anK object
in this world in what he says but the glory
of God, and the winning of souls, he is
the man who is out of centre, and into his
secret may we never come. And further-
more, if you discover a %reacher who is
indelicate, and causes the cheek of modesty
to tingle, let him be cast out of the pulpit,
and the door locked against him. gVe
have known men of the Slop-dash order
who would have been nothing if they had
not been outrageous, and of these it may
be said that they were worse than nothiny,
when they followed their own style. There

was nothing in their absurdities 1o eI
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that a certain preacher
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makers, in order to draw
gave notice in the morni;
in the evening tell them
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was really done, then T s
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headed his announcement with a Latin
scntence signifying that the greater in-
cludes the less. We shall have more of
this Orator Henley directly.

In my youth I remember the eccentric
fame of a clergyman who lived near my
father’s house. He found himself at
church one Sunday morning with a po-
litical pamphlet in his pocket instead of
his sermon, and throwing it down into
the churchwarden’s pew, he bade him
read a bit of it while he went home for
his discourse. Many very questionable
deeds were done by this parson of the old
fox-hunting school, and his general man-
ners fully entitled him to be called eccen-
tric. It would be a pity to revive the
stories told in many an Essex village
thirty iears ago of parsons and clerks ot a
race which ought to be speedily forgotten.
Methodistsand Ranters have been the song
of the drunkard and the target of many
fiery arrows, but never has anything been
imputed to the indiscretion of their zeal
which has been one-tenth as mischievous
as were the evil lives of those who opposed
them. T care not to say more ; nO wecthon
of the church can afford to throw stones,

for no department has been fres ST
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ning all the sermon through.
whom it i8 natural, is so carried
his earnestness that his action bec
times highly dramatic, instantly ¢
crew fall to mouthing and posturi
these things were the great power
If one man occasionally spirituali
keeps within the bounds of dis
they must needs indulge all sorts of
till one might say of them as a fi
said of King James's favourite p:
“He playeth with his text, pattir
and fro, as a cat doth a mouse.”
put the wise man’s wig upon the
gkulls, and fancv that thev h:
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of the character of Orator Henley, who
flourished some hundred and thirty years
ago in Butcher Row, Newport Market. If
the representations of historians are cor-
rect he was an eccentric man of the class
which disgusts all godly minds. He an-
nounced himself as ‘ the restorer of
ancient eloquence,” and selected for his
themes subjects religious, political, and

rsonal. He was frequently prosecuted
or libel, and never seemed to bridle his
tongue on that account, but with low
ribaldry and buffoonery he pursued the
olden object which he had set before
im. In an unfortunate moment he
attacked the poet Pope, who in revenge
held him up to scorn in his “ Dunciad ”:—

¢ Imbrown'd with native bronze, lo Henley

stands,

Tuning his voice, and balancing his hands,

How fluent nonsense trickles from his
tongue!

How sweet the periods, neither said nor
sung!

Still break the benches, Henley, with thy

strain,
While Sherlock, Hare, and Gibson preach
O great restorer of the good A st

great restorer of the good old. stage,
Freacher at once and zany of thy sge¥



pions, which Pope could handie 8o 81
was well applied.

Creatures of Henley’s kind
amogf the friar-preachers of the m
period, whose ignorance and ¢
were equally the ridicule of the
temporaries ; though even amony
there were true-hearted men whe
gularities arose out of their zea
good. The genus of religious 1
bank is not quite extinct at the
day, though seldom seen in such
veloiment as in the friar period
of this order are generally kno
read by the Christian public, al}d
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tans have been eccentric, therefore all
ric men must be mere impostors;
ii8 being taken for granted, the next
to be done is to represent really
minded men as wild and singular,
o they also may be regarded as
ers.

eputation for eccentricity has been
ly fastened upon many men by per-
. falsehood. Throw enough mud
me of it will be sure to stick: upon
1eory have good men been assailed.
swver of originality and quaintness
ave possessed has been grossly cari-
d; and silly tales, the worthless le-
of remote periods, have been revived
thered upon them. It is interesting
ce the pedigree of a pulpit story,
1 it is not often possible to discoverits
parent : in fact, we believe that, like
, many of these tales have no father
other, but may say of themselves,
8 I growed.” The rise and progress
wurrent falsehood, if well studied,
reveal a sad page in human history.
ame anecdotes occur from age to
1t they are tacked on to different
In the days when hour-glaaies W
to many pulpits, to suggest almk
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food fellows, so let us have another
t is probable that Peters never sa
and more than probable that if he

something like it, the connection ir
it was spoken set it in quite anothe
However that may be, it was too
story to be allowed to go out of u
therefore it came to pass that in dr
it was told with slight variation of
Burgess, a celebrated Nonconform
vine, whose vigorous speech frec
made him enemies. Nor was this e
for a very similar anecdote turned
third time in a neighbouring count:
this time it was a Presbvterian eler
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recollect that they have already assigned
a story to someone else. A particle of
creative genius might also render their
work a little less monotonous.

I remember reading with some amuse-
ment of Lorenzo Dow, who is reported
some gixty years ago to have slipped down
a tree in the backwoods, in order to illus-
trate the easiness of backsliding. He had
glrevionsly pulled himself up with extreme

ifficulty, in order to show how hard a
thing it is to regain lost ground. I was
all the more diverted because it has so
happened that this pretty piece of non-
gense has been imputed to myself. I was
represented as sliding down the banisters
of my pulpit, and that at a time when the
pulpit was fixed in the wall and was en-
tered from behind! I never gave even
the remotest occasion for that falsehood,
and yet it is daily repeated, and I have
heard of persons who were present when
I did so, and, with their own eyes, saw me
perform the silly trick, It is possible for
a person to repeat a falsehood so many
times that he at length imposes upon him-
self and believes that he is stating the
trath. Here is the original tale, extracted
rom Mr. Taylor’s “ Model Preacher :—

A



x 1wy ne made his
the time all expected
climbed up a smooth
out,“ Hold on there, L
soon slid down to the
his hat and left. That
we heard that day.”

If this was all the :
left a great deal for the
and it reminds us of t
{))vlho,b withhalmost as lit

rought & great
Is)e%ple. He ascendedq'
unday morning, lookec
said, “My brethren, I

anestion  whislk -
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It was reported of Mr. Rowland Hill
that on one occasion having saved up
sufficient money to buy a chest of drawers
his wife appropriated the amount to pur-
chase therewith a new bonnet. To punish
her for this misappropriation of household
goods Mr. Hill is described as having ex-
claimed on the following Sunday, « Here
comes Mrs. Hill with a chest of drawers on
her head.” It is truly marvellous that
this anecdote should have lived even for
an hour, for Mr. Hill was of honourable
family, and possessed considerable property.
The purchase of any number of chests of
drawers or bonnets would have been a
matter of small consequence to him ; and
besides, he was so attached to his wife,
and a man of such excellent breeding, that
no such language could have been used by
him under any supposable circumstances.
‘When Mr. Hill heard of the story he said,
¢ Tt is an abominable untruth, derogatory
to my character as a Christian and a gen- -
tleman: it would make me out a bear.”
Across many of the stories which were
E’inwd concerning himself he wrote with

i8 own hands the words, ¢ A Yiey” and
traly there are others of us who might wess
at our pencils in doing the same, “Wp



remarkable and singular inci
course of their lives, and it
singularities were criticised th
no room for complaint; but
this delight in lies ?

A minister who is much befc
has need to be thick skinn
exercise to a very high degre
of longsuffering., It may hel
will remember the conduct
Cotton Mather, a man remark
sweetness of his temper. Or
sion, having taken a prominent
the political concerns of his
received a large number of abu
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concerning his tour in Scotland, they said,
 Wherever he went he had a gaping crowd
around him, and had the address to make
them part with their money. He was a
picll]:ﬁocket, and went off to England with
a full purse, but with a ruined reputation
among all except his bigoted admirers.”
This was falsehood itself.

I commend to young preachers when
they are tried in this fashion the wise and
weighty words of Thomas A’Kempis:—

“ My son, take it not grievously if some
think ill of thee, and speak that which
thou wouldest not willingly hear.

“Thou oughtest to be the hardest judge
of thyself and to think no man weaker
than thyself.

“If thou dost walk spiritually, thou
wilt not much weigh fleeting words.

“It is no small wisdom to keep silence
in anjevil time, and in thy heart to turn
thyself to God, and not to be troubled by
the judgment of men.

“Let not thy peace depend on the
tonlfnes of men ; for whether they judge
well of thee or ill, thou art not on that
account other than thyself. Where wve
trae peace and true glory? Are they wob
2 God? ‘““And he that careth we% W



br. Campbell once told me the
story :—On one occasion, when M
was preaching, he said, “I h
falsely charged with every crime
- a human being is capable, exce]
drunkenness.” He had scarcel)
these words before a wretched
started up and screamed out at t.
her voice, “ You old villain,.and
deny it ? Did you not pledge yo:
last night for a noggin of whis
did not the woman sell them to
son’s wife ?”” Having delivered 1
this abominable calumny the vi
down amid a thunder-atmel- o



WHO HAVE BEEN OALLED ECCENTRIC? 5

representations of good men are the acci-
dental results of mis-reports. In these days
when reporters must furnish brief accounts
of public speeches, it is almost impossible
for them to do the speakers justice, for in
their h they hear inaccurately, and in
their brevity they give of nccessity but a
partial report. Now, the omission of a
single sentence may make a speaker ap-
pear very absurd and eccentric. Of this
we have a notable instance in the case of
our beloved friend Mr. C. A. Davis, of
Bradford. His is a sweet, poetical, well-
balanced mind, and yet one would not
think so from the newspaper report of a
late speech at our College meeting. He is
reported to have said of us, “May every
hair of your head be a wax candle to light
you into glory, and may you be in heaven
ten minutes before the devil knows you
are dead.” Assuredly this looks very out-
rageous a8 it stands ; but let me personally
vouch for its connection. Our friend said
that he wished that he was able to express
his love to us, and his hearty desires for
us, and that he envied the enthusiastic
ingenuity of a poor Irish womam Whe
ing her benefactor exclaimed, « Wuy,
eic.” Now, the reporter in this case W



- o awu aruuied that ce;
should abuse my brother Dav
for he is one of the most qui
and correct speakers that I kno
congratulate him “Iﬁm gaining
tion for eccentricity by mere ac

Do you not think it very hard
of us can never utter a playfu
without being criticized? Ofte:
speak familiarly to my dear fri
unbosom myself, 88 & man mig
midst of his family, but -

“A chiel's amang ye takin’ nc
And faith he’ prent it”

This is & sore avw=---*
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than & man is capable of doing in a
te station, can recompense the trouble
ineasiness of a more public and busy
The injustice of the matter is that
a man does but once in & playful
ent,—and what poor slave among us
not sometimes play?—is bandied
1d a8 if it were a fair specimen of his
8 life. A man in a walk chases a rare
rfly, and straightway is regarded as
re boy who wastes his time in catch-
lies. But is this fair? Is it not a
ical lie? For my own part, I have so
lived under a glass case, that like the
that I have seen at the Crystal
e I go on with my work, and try to
different to spectators; and when m
mal habits are truthfully reported,
zh they really are not the concern of
ody but myself, I feel utterly in-
'ent about it, except in times of de-
ion, when I sigh for a lodge in some
wilderness, where rumours of news-
¢ men and interviewers might never
t me more. Would not some of our
8 be rather more eccentric than their
sters if tg;y were hunted and reputeA

rare? May heaven spare them the
on.
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made a laughing-stock before
for matters of which they a
innocent. Taken as a , b
bably less guilty of anything
any other set of men; in fac
too apt to freeze into a cold, }
propriety : and therefore it is
counts unwise by exaggeration
hood to damp exceptional fervo
it may be attended with vivacit
and originality of style.

Still there have been eccentric
names occur to us with which
is fitly connected Whn ~—-
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overdone with gospel, and would scarcely
care to be mentioned in connection
with the worthies whom I shall more
largely speak wupon. Neither will I
dwell upon the eccentric persecutors who
roared and raved against Methodists
and revivalists from their pulpits, except
that one of them deserves ‘homourable
mention.”

“Samuel Roe, a Bedfordshire clergy-
man in the last century, and vicar of
Stotfold, in that county, was a specimen of
that inconsistent, but not uncommon cha-
racter, an enthusiast against enthusiasm.
Without any extraordinary capacity or
attainments, he might have lived without
notice, and have died without remem-
brance, had he not signalized himself by a
proposal for preventing the further growth
of Methodism,—a }})lroposa,l as full of
genius as it was of humanity. But this
amiable and benevolent man shall be
heard in his own words: ‘I humbly pro-
pose to the legislative powers, when it
shall seem meet, to make an example of
the tabernacle preachers, by enacting a
law to cut out their tongues, 88 W\ °a \os
tongues of all field teachers, and. others
vho preach in houses, barns, or Q\RRWRETS.
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strikes with such a homely
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There is something so genu’
proudly say, so thoroughly :
that honest servant of God,t
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. the sermon through, for she felt sure she
should sleep there ? Did he not tell his
hearers a queer story of the countryman
who thought that Tenterden steeple was
the cause of the Goodwin Sands ?  Listen
to such talk as this :—* I will tell you now
a pretty story of a friar to refresh you
withal. A preacher of the Gray Friars
preached many times, and had but one
sermon at all times, which sermon was of
the ten commandments. And because
this friar had preached this sermon so
often, one that heard it before told the
friar’s servant that his master was called
Friar John Ten-Commandments ; where-
forc the servant showed the friar his
master thereof, and advised him to preach
of some other matters ; for it grieved the
servant to hear his master derided. Now,
the friar made answer saying, ¢ Belike,
then, thou knowest the ten commandments
well, seeing thou hast heard them so many
atime.” ¢Yea,’ said the servant, ‘I war-
rant you.” ¢Let me hear them,’ saith the
master.” Then he began—* Pride, covet-
ousness, lechery,” and so numbered the
deadly sins for the ten commendmenta.
And so there be many at this time wWhich
be weary of the old gospel; they WouM
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* 1 will tell youof a false practice

practised in my country where

But I will not tell it you to teach
the same, but rather abhor it, i
who use such deceitfulness &
damned world without end. I hay
some that had » “arren cow, a
would fain have nad a great deal ¢
for her, therefore they go and tak
of another cow and put it to thi
cow, and so come to the ma.rket,{
ing that this cow hath brought t

and so they sell their barren cow
eight shillings dearer than they

have done else. The man which
tha Ane— - T
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merchant, and he is called one that
make shift for himself. But I tell
, whosoever thou art, do so if thou
thou shalt do it of this price; thou
; go to the devil, and there be hanged
he fiery gallows world without end.
1 ﬁon another false deed : I know that
2 husbandmen go to the market with
arter of corn. Now, they would fain
dear the worst, as well as the best,
sfore they use this policy, they go and
a strike of fine malt or corn in the
»m of their sack, then they put two
:e of the worst they had, then a good
¢ alofc in the sack’s mouth, and so
come to the market. Now, there
xh a buyer, asking, ¢Sir, is this good
.2 ‘I warrant you (saith he) there is
»etter in this town’; and so he selleth
;he malt or corn for the best, when
2 i8 but two strike of the best in the
. The man that bought it thinketh
ath good malt, he cometh home. When
utteth the malt out of the sack, the
e which was in the bottom covereth
1l malt which was in the midst, and
18 good man shall never perceive the
1¢ill he cometh to the oecn’p‘i\m\
vz : the other man that sold. W eketn
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in his word. I could tell you of &
falsehood, how they make wool to
much, but I will not tell it you.”

Fancy the flutter among the lawn
if a right reverend father were to
that fashion in these days. “ Sho
eccentric,” would be the verdict of
bury and Winchester, and even of
and Man.

Taking a great leap and comin
to modern times, we note the gre
gious revival under Whiteficld and
and we ask—who is the eccent

here? The answer is that severa
B ? Lt amane them all t
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Mr. Thornton seriously admonished
erridge for asking in his prayer at
tham Court Road that the Lord
ive his people no stale bread, but
vhich was baked in the oven that
I fail to see the very serious impro-
of the prayer; but when Thornton
“You once jocularly informed me
ou were born with a fool’s cap on;
my dear sir, i8 it not high time that
y pulled off?” I agree with the
on. 8till I have more sympathy
Berridge’s answer—* A fool’s cap is
it off go readily as a night cap; one
8 to the head and the other to the
0dd things break from me as ab-
as croaking from a raven.” Ber-
could not have lived if he had not
a vent for his spirits in witty say-
He would seem to have had a fine,
soul, which acted upon its impulses
1t the fear of what observers might
Yet was he ever ready to confess his
n the direction of excessive mirth,
1 one occasion he traces it to his not
in the best physical condition. This
jeem very absard, but it is mobi '\
mown seasons when suffering Srom.
7a or depression my only Lope o
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I referred to, it is from one or &
letters : ““ Laughter is not found i
all are too happy there to laugh
disease of fa.l}l)en nature, and as
fested me sorely when sunk into i
stage of a mervous complasnt.
iteelf on me without provoca
continued with such violence &
overwhelm me; and nothing cc
it but choking it, viz.—filling :
with a handkerchief.” Such fit
frequent with him, although he
radiant with smiles. I rather :
pluck of the man that he cc
o= ha was suffering so_seve



WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED ECCENTRIC? 67

guileless smile, accompanied with a tear
of gleasure. His love to Christ appears
to be intense. The visit left a strong and
lasting impression on my heart of the
beauty of holiness, of holiness almost ma-
tured.”

When I remember that there is credible
information that in the space of about
twelve months some four thousand souls
were brought to Christ by his preaching,
and that in the region wherein he laboured
his name is still mentioned as that of a

at saint, I feel that there was nothing
in the eccentricity of Berridge of which
he needed to be ashamed.

Mr. Hill, whom Berridge calls ¢ Dear
Rowley,” was hard at work for his Master
when the old vicar was going off the stage,
and well did he carry out the old man’s
advice,—“8Study not to be a fine preacher :
Jerichos are blown down with rams’
horns. Look simply unto Jesus for

reaching food, and what is wanted will
given, and what is given will be blest,
whether it be a barley or a wheaten loaf,
a crust or a crumb. Your mouth will be
a flowing stream or a fountain waled, ar-
cording as your heart is, Avold e\ con-
troversy in preaching, talking, ot Writwo



- mmavy aswpuie VRV VINTRV ST
to speak more fully farther on
in the time of her first forn
duced back-woods’ preachers
eccentric order, such as Jac
William Hibbard, James Oxley,
wright, and others of a brave
of men who laboured with t
their hands and the gospel on !
tongues. The same country ali
Father Taylor, the sailor p
Boston. However grotesque son
men may seem we cannot, but ad
readiness for service and the
uerable courage. Think of g

charge whera tha mennla wrwita
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1ysical wariure, 'We trust it will re-
a peculiarity confined to America
preacher to be equally ready to fight
preach. Some men may be all the
¢ for being knocked down, but the
zer down will surely be all the worse.
sver, these members of the church
it were rough men dealing with
1 men, and we are glad that we are
smpted in the direction of fisticuffs.
e Baptists among wany others of
‘note have had Robert Robinson, of
ridge, of whom Robert Hall said
he could say “ what he pleased, when
leased, and how he pleased,” and
Ryland, of Northampton, whose
and naturalness sometimes carried
nto eccentric regions.
1ong the Methodists have sprung up
am Dawson, Gideon Ouscly, Squire
te, and others whose names will not
be forgotten. Now, it strikes me that
were bound to make out a short list
wrnest and successful soul-winners
aight be contznt to teke the list
1 we have alrcady made out. To
he least, it is remarkable that eccen-
y and usefulness: often go togetner.
wicked eccentric people, who ave #9
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and oddities I will try and alter my ways
to please you ; but until then I shall cer-
tainly follow m{{own course.” Common
sense declares Mr. Wilks to have been
right. We do not say that the end justi-
fies the means, but we would venture to
hint that means which have such an end
need very little justifying.

Let those whose barren ministries are
a8 proper and decorous as a row of grave-
stones complain of the oddities of those
who bring thousands to Christ: as for
us, we have no heart for fault-finding,
and only wish, without imitating their
eccentricity, to find out the secret of the
success of these men, if by any means we
might save some. Eccentric or not ec-
centric will be a small matter with us if
men are delivered from the wrath to come

,and led to trust in Jesus by the word
which we preach,
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[SES OF ECCENTRICITY.

‘e continued talking about eccen-
n, but we have not yet decided
is which makes a man eccentric. :
now come to the point. Some
's have been reckonmed eccentric
and only because they have been
They !.mve‘ been !:hemselve:s,
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in his household arrangements, as, for in-
stance, when he says to a friend: “I am
glad to see you write of a visit to Ever-
ton; we have always plenty of horse
provender at hand; but unless you send
me notice beforehand of your coming, you
will have a cold and scanty meal ; for we
roast only twice in the wecek. Let me
have a line, and I will give you the same
treat I always gave to Mr. Whitefield, an
eighteen-penny barn-door fowl; this will
neither burst you nor ruin me; half you
shall have at noon with a pudding, and
the rest at night, Much grace and sweet
peace be with yourself and partner ; and
the blessing of a new heart be with your
children. With many thanks, I remain
your affectionate servant, J. B.”
Nor is it less manifest in his hymns,
even the most sober of them, as for in-
stance in the well-known verse where he
speaks of the saints in heaven and crics—

% Ah, Lord, with feeble steps I creep,
And sometimes sing and sometimes weep ;
But strip me of my house of clay,
And I will sing as loud as they.”

We are not likely to censure the good
man for his oddities more severely than
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% What a motley wretch am I,

Full of inconsistency!

Sure the plague is in my heart

Else I could not act this part.
Rowland Hill, again, was odd b
and though he put great constr:
himself his oddity would break
one occasion he preached in Dr
chapel at Peckham, where every
of the most stately order. He
twenty-five minutes in a strain
solemnity, but at last the real
out, and for the next quarter
~naintness came to the fron
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without them. Do we blame the man for
being himself? We blame him not, but
commend him. Originality is not to be
censured, but encouraged. Sir Joshua
Reynolds says of painters, “Few have
been tanght to any purpose who have not
been their own teachers.” It was the
excellence of Gainsborough that he formed
his style for himself in tﬁme fields, and not
in the studios of an academy. “The
methods he used for producing zis effects
had very much the appearance of an artist
who had never learned from others the
usual and regular practice belonging to
the art ; for still, like & man of strong in-
tuitive perception of what was required, he
found out a way of his own to accomplish
his purpose.” We need in the pulpit more
Gainsboroughs, for we have quite enough
of the academy men of this school and the
other.

Cold-hearted professionals follow each
other in one line, like those caterpillars
which I have seen at Mentone, which
make & procession head to tail in & straight
line, till youn half fancy it is only one single
insect ; but the man who serves his God
with his whole heart is apt to forget Ww
surroandings, and to fling himgel =0
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truth is thought to be eccentric, the age
itself is out of gear.

Father Taylor presided at a prayer mect-
ing among his sailor converts, and a great
man from the City came in to honour the
poor people with his presence and to
patronize their missionary., He made a
speech, in which he extolled the kindness
of the wealthy Christian people of Bos-
ton in helping to build Mr. Taylor’s
chapel, and assisting in his sup]ifrt. He
praised these superior people for their great
consideration of poor degraded sailors;
and he gave the audience a sufficient al-
lowance of condescension to last them for
the next six months at the least. As soon
a8 the great man had finished, Mr. Taylor
quietly asked, “Is there any other old
sinner from up town who would like to
wy a word before we go on with the
neeting ?”” The eccentricity of that ex-
pression lay in the truthfulness which
thus rebuked the impertinence of the
speaker.

Good Mr. Grimshaw of Haworth once
lisplayed his eccentricity when M.
Whitefield was preaching in his church.
Whitefield in his sermon having spoken
everely of those professors of the gospR\
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unctuous brethren would every now and
then lavish mpon him. ¢ There,” said
he, “I have been much pleased with
my people’s prayers to-night. No stuff,
no flattery, no speaking of me as a dear,
venerable saint, until I almost go into
hysterics. Saint, indeed! A poor worm !
I can scarcely refrain from speaking
aloud, when such language frets my ears.”
To a wealthy man who had headed a sub-
scription list for an excellent institution
with a very small sum, he said, “I will
have nothing to do with it since you do
so little for it. You have strangled the
child in its birth, when you should have
nourished and cherished it until you had
set it upon its feet.”

Now, in these cases the eccentricity lay
in plain speaking, and this is an order of
eccentricity of which we cannot very well
have too much, if it be accompanied by
sincere affection and tempered with gen-
tleness. But of this I feel quite sure,
that if any man will make up his mind
that he will only say what he believes to
be sfrictly true, he will be thought odd
and eccentric before the sun goes down.

Certain preachers have been very ec-
centric because lley have been manly, \0Q
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rator from any fault ; the case is the
with preachers who break through
cial rules, and boldly refuse to be mere
sts of the regulation patterns. In
places the style has Leen fixed by
venerated pastor who has gone to his
his threadbare mantle, which was
lent wear for him, is supposed to be
ixact garment for his successor, and
old women of both sexes cry out
18t any who choose to wear their own
es.
is easy enough among Dissenters to
re%ﬂations as rigid as could be in-
'd by any bench of bishops; you may
ary the length of the hymn or the
: of the service by a hair’s breadth,
m will sin against your own reputa-
and the feelings of the conservative
on of the congregation. There are
f such glaoes now, but quite enough,
where the evil rules, the good folks are
nacious of their established nonsense
er the Church of England can be of
rinted prayers and rubrics; and the
sher must submit to all the regular
o a8 if it were Scripture itself, or be
oanced eccentric and wanting in de-
. A man that s a men W\ T
QS
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an end of the rubbish. Some cor
tions are dying of dignity, and n
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Hill rode on the back of order an
rum, and therefore he called h
horses by those names, so that if h
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the saying mearly true by being
behind them. Order and deco
some of our churches, have ms
themselves to be deadly sins; ¢
burying the dead. Some cong
are so very orderly that they a
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death, or sleep of death, which is so dear
mere routine. Think of such an event
the following happening among your
derly readers of other men’s discourses,
r the like has happened and must have
ippened many times. A certain preacher
livered & discourse in which occurred
ch a passage ag this: “ On account of
ar sins, and your neglect of the house
' God, your wantonness and your glat-
ny, the anger of the Most High is pro-
ked, and therefore is this great plague
me upon you, and death is raging in
ery street.” When the sermon was
rished the officials of the township
me to know where this plague was,
1d what deaths had happened ; indeed, all
e congregation were anxious to know
here this dreadful disease was raging.
Oh,” said this orderly reader of sermons,
I do not know where it is, but it was in
y sermon, and so I was obliged to read it
you.” It would be easy enough to en-
rge upon the accidents which must occur
here borrowed, or rather stolen, sermons
e preached ; but this is not my point, I
erely mention this as one instance of the
ay in which prosy routine becomes itself
dicrons. Tome it seems always ludictous



CAUSES OF ECCENTRICITY.

ooked at through the glass of truth,
mness, fashionableness, and dignity are
little separated from the ridiculous ; ab
ir very best there is but one step be-
en them, and that step is often taken
h grave obliviousness that it is so.

make bold to say that some men have
n styled eccentric because they are
lly in earnest, and earnestness defies
es. I do not believe that it is pos-
le for a man in downright earnest to
always “ proper.” 1 suppose there is
‘oper way of getting a lady out of her
chamber when her house is on fire, but
Mtless our firemen often violate the
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sake of etiquette? A man may go into
the pulpit as prim as yon please, and he
may even wear tiﬁht—ﬁtting lavender gloves,
such as I have heard of ; but let him feel
an _inward anguish for the soulsof men
and he will forget his dignity and burst
his gloves, and in all probability never
buy & second pair. A man may be stiffly

per, and even elegant and delicate till

e comes to real grips with men’s con-
sciences, and then, like the soldier at
Waterloo who wished to be in his shirt-
sleeves, he will feel hampered by his
buckram and his starch, and speak like a
man to men, and then some booby or
other will hold np his hands and cry,
“ Dear me, how dreadfully eccentric!”

A few divines have seemed to be ec-
centric because of the weallh of poelry
which dwelt in their speech. Men of the
prosaic school are quite startled by expres-
sions which to poetical minds are natural
enongh, and by no means singular. It
needs genius in the hearer to enjoy genius
in the preacher. One of my personal
friends, whose sermons are essentially
poems, laughed the other day right heartily
at the expression of an adwiring heerer,
vho did not at one time apprecioke hT.



of-fact which 1s w..
beauty of sparkling metaphors auu s
and therefore sces instcad mere ecc
tricity. In my earlier days I have he:
rustic prayers which thrilled me, not o
with their spirituality, but with th
poetry, and yet I heard others exclaimi
against the extravagance of the langua
One whom many regarded as eccentric
his preaching was a great favourite v
me, and I remember now his stril
suyinga, his choice aphorisms, and his
imagery, while other sermons have f
from my memory, because they r
touched my heart. I could have se
* ¢ Thn Bradford said of Lat
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of shrewd common sense. 'They have
ed those who sought to entrap them,
in revenge, their adversaries have
bed them eccentric. They were not
e so easily gulled as their cotempo-
28, but levelled a little mother-wit at
8, and h rites, and deriders, and
hey must be libelled as odd fellows.
this is a point which I do not intend
Iwell upon at any length, I will only
trate it by the story of the eccentric
sherd, and remark that similar shrewd-
. on the part of ministers is of the
ost value, but is pretty sure to incur
charge of eccentricity. Here is the
y. “An exceedingly proud clergyman,
1g over a common, saw & shepherd
ling his flock, and wearing a new coat.
parson asked in a haughty tone who
3 him that coat. ‘The same people
1 the shepherd) that clothe you—the
sh. The clergyman, nettled a little,
: on murmuring & considerable way,
at length sent hisman back to ask the
therd if he would come and live with
. for he thought of keeping a fool.
man went to the shepherd aecond-
7 and delivered his masker's maetg,
ining that his master reslly WenkrA. ¥



mockers, us t
them, but it earned them the
eccentric.

Some men have been eccentri
count of the vast amount of
energy with which they have been
Certain persons when they talk
action to the word from the
nature and habit, It is in th
to be dramatic. Look at a
man, how he speaks with his ha
shoulders, his eyebrows, his feet,
whole body. Very few English:
thus dramatic, buthere and there

capable of giving to hypocri
and they%lid well t
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«d up in the pulpit he said, “This
't do.” He opened the pulpit door
he came down the stairs to the bottom
he pulpit, and there he began to fell
3 and cut and saw them, and then he
1ed to be hammering away to make
ark, which was represented by the
iit. This ark was made before them
:he people bein.i worked up to an ex-
1e excitement while Dawson continned
ry, “There is a flood coming, I am
ing this ark for the saving of my
se; there is mo hope for anybody but
i who come into the ark.” Then he
aed to be boiling a great cauldron of
b, until he took his long brush and
hed the ark within and without, and
n all was done there was his ship on the
land, and like Noah he turned round
asked the people once again whether
r wonld come into it and be saved.
y would not come in, and 8o he declared
rould go in alone. He went up into the
it and shut the door with the words,
1d the Lord shut him in.” Then came
flood, and our informant said that he
as if the floor of the chapel buxst vy
the water began bubbling from We\ow,
y great water-floods poured trowm



soon be the case, and preache
them Jesus as the only salvation
of us would attempt this, but I w
have laid a finger on Dawson
should he not depict the ‘scene in
way? If God gave him the 1
faculty, why should he not use

press his hearers? Perhaps he k
those who were around him cou
impressed in any other way. Th
who on another occasion describ
and Goliath. He represente
coming forth with his sling, and
boasting that he would give hi
the fowls of the air and to the
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Hick, the village blacksmith, who was
sitting near the preacher, rose up under
tremendous excitement and cried, ¢ Now
then, Billy, off with his head!”

For my part, I like this dramatizing kept
within check and thoroughly well done.
You have, probably, scen Mr. Gyough dothat
sort of thing admirably in his orations.
Have I not seen him walk what secmed to
me miles while he was delivering one of his
addresses, rushing over the plains and
through the rivers, and at last up the
sides of Vesuvius after a bubble? T think
I see him now, with his feet sinking in
the hot ashes, struggling in vain and
perishing before our eyes. It was grandly
done, and no one had a right to object to
it.. Gough has caught Garrick’s idea,
and speaks of truths as truths, making
them visible before our eyes. I know the
criticisms which are so easy to make
about histrionic displays, theatrical action,
miracle plays, and so forth, and I know
also the real dangers which surround the
practice; but I would far rather incur
all the supposable perils than altogether
banish such an awakening force from the

Dt{‘lgit. ]
metimes men have been reganded we
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been outré and striking, but no:
than the need required. Such
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design of the preacher has been f
and then the thing which has b
has seemed to be eccentric at leas
censurable ; thoggh, mark you,
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from my more abrupt manner may be a
relief:—“ A pious woman, a member of
Surrey Chapel, was married to a husband
who, though kind to her, had no sense
of religion, but delighted in spending the
hours in swilling beer which she spent in
attendance on the preaching of the gospel.
It so happened that the couple, through
some disappointment in business, had been
unable to pay their rent on a particular
quarter day. The consequence was that
8 distraint on their furniture was put into
their house, and a party was employed, as the
technical phrase has it, ¢ to take possession.’
After turning over every scheme in their
minds which could suggest itself for ex-
tricating themselves from the difficulties
in which they were involved, they were
about to despair, when the idea occurred
to the wife of submitting the circum-
stances of the case to Mr. Hill. She
accordingly proceeded to his house, at
once got access to him, and with no small
degree of tremor made a short and simple
representation of the state of matters.

¢ ¢ How much would you require to save
your furniture and get rid of the person
In possession ?’ enquired Mr. Hill.

#* Eighteen pounds, sir, wonld he opite
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“The other advanced to the table, took
the notes, and was in the act of folding
them up, at the same time warmly thank-
ing Mr. Hill for the act of friendship he
had done him, and expressing a hope that
he would soon be able to pay the amount
back again, when the reverend gentleman
suddenly exclaimed, ¢ Stop a little! Just
lay the notes down again until I ask a
blessing on them.’

“ The other did as he was desired, on
which Mr. Hill, extending both his arms,
uttered a short prayer to this effect :—* O
Lord, who art the Author of all mercy and
the Giver of every good and perfect gift,
do thou be graciously pleased to bless the
sum of money which is given to him who
is now before thee, that it may conduce to
his present and eternal welfare. For
Jesus Christ’s sake.”

“¢ Now sir,’ said Rowland Hill, as he
finished his brief supplication, ¢ now, sir,
you may take the money.’

“The party a second time took up the
two ten pound notes, and was in the act as
before op(}olding them up, when Mr. Hill
interposed, by reminding him that he had
forgotten ome thing. It may be easly
sapposed that by this time he was & gooX
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“«8ir,’ faltered out the o
able to support himself, ¢
pray. I never prayed in all
“¢<You have the more n
now,’ observed the reverend ¢
his own cool yet rebuking ma
“<] cannot, sir; I do not
to say.’
“ ¢Try, try and thank God
lt))Legsing, however short your

“¢I cannot, sir; I cannot |
sentence.’
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is a very excellent first prayer, for it
rom the heart. Take the money, and
y God’s blessing be given along with
As he spoke, Mr. Hill took up the
> ten pound notes, and transferring
ym to the half-bewildered man, cordially
ok him by the hand, and wished him
od morning.
“It only remains for me to mention,
# not only did the husband and wife
ome é)rosperons in secular matters, but
3 incident made so deep an impression
the husband’s mind as to end in his
wversion to God.”
[t was strange thus as it were to drive
man to Mpray, but who shall say it was
onf? y second incident is more wild,
11 give it as T recollect it ; if I err in
wuracy I shall be sorry, but I will tell it
nearly a8 I remember it. A Methodist
sacher went to a certain town in the
rth, but found hardly anyone to hear
n, and he preached a while with no stir
pearing among the dry bones. One
nday morning he said, “I tell you what
is, friends. This town is responsible to
d for the possession of the means of
ace, which it does not use. 1 canmnobged
1people to hear, but I can remove somect
1
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and leave the chapel a wreck.
shall not perish with the gospel
them. The candlestick shall
away since they refuse the light.'
menced by laying his axe at f
and in part demolishing it, befo
of the few who were present.
said htg,, ‘l‘]tell your tg'iﬁnds th:
part of the responsibility gon
rest will follow.” The );ston
went home and spread the am:
and in a very short time the
thronged. You say, “ This w
tric man.” Well, I do not
nraceedings, but I judge that

s~ dthan 1
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ngs of praise. Why, dear me, if the
abernacle were empty, and we could not
1 the house without doing or saying
mething striking, I think we might, if
were for the first time in our life, run
e risk of being thought eccentric.
Everything looks ridiculous or not ac-
rding to its surroundings. Wisdomand
it may become folly and even falsehood,
they are severed from the occasion which
lled them forth, Listen to an ancient
le of a traveller who reported that he
d seen & cabbage so large that a whole
giment of soldiers took shelter under it
»m a shower of rain. To him another,
ho was no traveller, asked if they would
lieve him if he told them that on the
ry day in which this cabbage was seen
+ had himself passed by a place where
ur hundred braziers were making a
uldron—two hundred of them ham-
ering outside, and two hundred inside
stening the rivets ! The traveller eagerly
quired of what use such a caunldron could
5, und received the following answer.
Bir, it was to boil your cabbage.” Now,
this second person’s_story was repeated
vay from its connection, and its form
?b,ﬂy altered, & richly deserved tehuke
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There is an extraoraiuus
Father André, a French preac!
repute, for what was called ¢
He was preaching one afternoc
gregation of persons who disr
ligion both as to themselves
families, and he wighed both
them and to upbraid them for
in which thg were bringin
little ones. He first asked 1
questions from the Catechis
tained no replies; and he the
sleeve, and out there flew a p
The people were shocked w
course, but he quietly looke
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tions till he had gone far into the
, and received correct answers all
d. “Ah,” he says, “I see how you
training your children. You teach
. to know all the cards, but you
ot instruct them in the faith, Are
not ashamed of yourselves?”” Here
mounce no verdict, I could not have
it myself, nor should I like to hear
iy friend of mine doing the like ; but
ot tell what was good for Catholics
rance 8o long ago.

wsenius, a Dutch court preacher, in
:md of the seventeenth century, had
greatly vexed by seeing a consider-
part of his congregation going to
. One day he suddenly stopped, and
ag out a battledore and shuttlecock,
a playing with them. Of course,
leepers all awoke directly; the wake-
nes jogging their neighbours to share
ieir astonishment. Then Lassenius
:d upon them with a severe rebuke.
ien I announce to you serious and
rtant truths, you are not ashamed
1 to sleep ; but when I play the fool
wre all eyeand ear.” Sharp medicine
for a desperate disease, and the poy-
who adminigtered it was in grievoos
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to form an opinion one way or t
Certainly it must be very provok:
people sleeping, and yet it is nc
wonderful that they should do so
consider the drowsy sounds to w!
are doomed to listen. “I feel v
with preaching,” said & young t
reacher. O man,” gaid a sh:
earer, “did you say you were ti
you are only half as tired of it as
pity you”” I am afraid that thi
the question is too often forgotter
The following story is worth re

I do not hesitate to say that |
have done the' same, and should }
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ibly you may suffer from the cold.
cushion, Loo, is in a bad condition ;
I beg of you not to say anything to
people on the subject ; they are poor,
sensitive!” ‘O mno! O no!’ said Mr.
ms, ‘ You may trust me to be ve
it about such things.’” But ere he 193
e he filled a bag with rags and took
ith hi When he had been in the
it & short time, feeling somewhat in-
moded by the free circulation of the
he deliberately took from the bag a
iful of rags, and stuffed them into the
lows. Towards the close of his dis-
se, which was more or less upon the
es of a people towards their minister,
secame very animated, and %urposely
ight down both fists upon the pulpit
don with tremendous force. he
hers flew in all directions, and the
iion was nearly emptied. He checked
current of his thoughts, and simply
aimed, ¢ Why, how these feathers fly I’
then proceeded. He had fulfilled his
nise of not addressing the people on
subject, but had taught them a lesson
to be misunderstood. On the next
bath the window and cushion wete
d in excellent repair.”
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for Christ, and how willingly we
as solemn as death itself if w
that this would win your hearts,
not so much blame our occasio
If you knew how little we desire
and how much we desire to
souls, you would commend our
excuse our style. We ramble b
ramble. O that we could seize ¢
ing sheedp, and bring them he
true fold. I say, if you knev
we have to bring men to Christ
not be so ready to catch at
thing which violates the cano
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and pray his Master to put more good into
him, What if the man be odd and strange,
yet, a8 men take pearls out of oyster shelis,
8o may you be willing to accept from God
whatever of precious truth he sends you.
Despise not the heavenly treasure because
of the earthen vessel. Lose not an op-
portunity of being enriched because the
gold lies in connection with common
earth.

And, oh, dear brothers, who are en-
gaged in winning souls, let me say to you,
b{‘ the memories of all these good men
who have gone before you, and who were
counted eccentric, fear no man’s frown,
and. court no man’s smile, but say the
right thing and the true, and say it as
best you can, and ask God’s help that you
may say it so that you may make men feel
it, even though you sting them into
anger ; for blessed shall that man be who
has discharged his conscience before the
living God. Do not sacrifice your hearers’
souls to your own reputations. Be fools
for Christ’s sake, if need be, that you
may gain the careless ones. The curse of
the age is the unearthly ministry which
mocks it. I say “unearthly,” buok \ d
20t mean heavenly, 1 mean unpractic),
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discourses such as they could unders
and sach as would touch their every
life? I, for one, have reason to spes
the contrary, and that without a sh:
of a doubt. Do you think that Eng
would be so ready to be enticed
to Rome if all her ministers were pr
ing the gospel as they ought to be ?
such a company of preachers discot
twice every Sunday, besides the wee
exercises, ought not our island to b
minated, as by the sun at noon, so t
would be impossible for the Roman
ness to return, Things would hav
3:4awamt if thera had been mor
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HUGH LATIMER, 1480—1555.

PorisH historians have not hesitated to
describe Latimer as extremely eccentric.
Lingard says, “His elo&uence was bold
and vehement, but poured forth in coarse
and sarcastic language, and seasoned with
quaint low jests and buffoonery.” This
accusation is evidently made for the pur-
pose of whitewashing PO}Iwry and black-
ening the Reformation. It is with plea-
sure that we read it, because it enables us
to enrol the bishop amongst the noble arm
of the slandered servants of God. W{;
have no wish to deny that Latimer was
exceedingly quaint, and intermingled
flashes of pleasantry with his earnest ex-
hortations and serious arguments; but it
was always with the view of confounding
error and reaching the hearts of his
hearers.

Here is an example of his shrewdmness.
Dr. Buckingham, one of the Black Friss,



SUrEs oI extremes, **‘I'hus,” said

example, the ploughman, when he
this in the goss)el, ‘no man that It
hand on the plough and. looketh
meet for the kingdom of God,” wi
venture upon this ceage from his

ing. Likewise the baker, when he
that ¢ a little leaven corrupteth ti
lump of dough,” may ml?a.nce le
bread unleavened, and so our hc
unseasoned,” Latimer heard this
and engaged to answer the arg
which he did from the same pulpi
afternoon, Dr, Buckingham sittin,
site to him with his Black Fria
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fox, but only as a figure of caution to be-
ware of that h 18y, craft, and dissimu-
lation which lie hid many times under
those cowls.”

The general t}));'eaching of Latimer before
and after he became a bishop was very
plain and homely, and exactly suited to
the manners and tastes of the people to
whom he spoke. His sermons should be
read by every lover of racy English. We
have only space for one extract, which will
show how very plain and colloquial he
could be. “A good fellow on a time had
snother of his friends to a breakfast, and
said, If you will come, you shall be wel-
come ; -but I tell you aforehand, you shall
have but slender fare, one dish, and that
isall. Whatisthat ? said he. A pudding,
and nothing else. Marry (said he), you
cannot please me better ; of all meats, this
is for mine own tooth'; you may draw me
round about the town with a dpudding.
These bribing magistrates and judges
follow gifts faster than the fellow would
follow the pudding.” Latimer wanted his
words to be remembered so as to work re-
form, and he did well to put them in such
s shape that they would ring over thw
land.  We will warrant that this podding
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The dauntless courage o
servant of God was seen in
towards Henry VIII. On
day, instead of carrying, acc
custom of that age, a rich gi
he presented him with the Ne
a leaf of w1v1;ir<l>]h was turned ¢

assage,  Whoremongers ai
léod will judge.” This mig
him his life; but bluff Ha
being angry, admired the
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down his bishop..,

moned to be tried for his 1 ..
hesitated not to ap and ¢
holy faith to the death, His wq
stake were characteristic of the 1
dressing Bishop Ridley, who v
with him, he said, “ Be of gooc
Master Ridley, and %ay the
shall this day light such a candl
grace in England as I trust sha
put out.” And by God's grc
shall be,



JGH PETERS, 1599—-1660.

most slandered man of his times was
. Peters, who was executed at the
ration as a ringleader in the so-
. Great Rebellion. He is usually set
a8 a wretched jester, and traduced
mountebank, whereas there is far
evidence to show that he was a
18 1prezmher of the gospel. We give
+ place here, not because we altogether
re him, but as a matter of justice to
tho has been falsely accused.
his unconverted life he was a daring
r; but after he was converted he be-
a powerful preacher of the word. At
spulchre’s Church his preaching was
pular, and, better still, it was made
in the conversion of hundreds.
ag in a prayer for the queen uttered
3 which were taken to imply that she
2 need of repentance, as in 8l ProvR-
she was, he was imprisoned by Liend.
)



Here he was detalned by the DI
out of the civil wars, during which
came an army chaplain, was pres
many great battles, and was frec
sent up to the parliament to repo
gress.

Peters was at one time secret
Oliver Cromwell. Carlyle quotes .
scription of the taking of Basing
and speaks of him as “a man conc
whom the reader has heard so man;
hoods.” Theutmost malice of the Ca
was expended in blackening this mar
racter with the view of excusing his
tion by Charles II., which was r
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Tt was the common expression of those
days that the saints should have the
praises of God in their mouths and
a two-edged sword in their hands, and
this was far too prominently the case
with Peters. He was ¢ the fighting par-
son” of his day; but like the Ironsides
among whom he ministered he was a
devout soldier, and was made a soldier by
his devotion. Our views and sympathies
do not run in that direction, but we are
too much indebted to the warriors of the
Commonwealth to be in a hurry to con-
demn them. There was an intense
earnestness about Hugh Peters, and as
his sermons were meant for soldiers,
and had relation to stormy politics, they
were in all probability rough-hewn, and
by no means pleasant in the ears of
cavaliers ; but the coarse jests which
were imputed to him were evidently
none of his, since they were current
long before he was born. Some studious
owner of the little volume in the British
Museum which records these vile witti-
cisms has annotated it in such a way as
to prove that the larger number of Yo
anecdotes are fabrications. Thos,* desh

1: This is 8 Norman tale of the \wSiK®
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corn.

“Discoursing of the adva
tians have above heathens,
that the heathen are guided
instinct, but we have the w
to us; and indeed, saith h
hath a very free passage ar
I am confident it no soone:

one ear, but it is out at the
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were hurt. At which Mr. Peters cries
out, ¢ What & mad man are you to seek for
any such thing ; if he had possessed any
brains he would never have ventured into
8o foolish a contest.’”

Hugh Peters sinned against the whole
s:rty of Church-and-King by his zealous

fence of the Parliamentary cause, and
at the same time he shocked the Presby-
terians by pleading for A TOLERATION
OF ALL SECTS, and this was reckoned to
be the very worst of crimes. Men who
are in advance of their age are abused for
principles which in due time become ac-
ce A man who was secretary to
Oliver Cromwell, who had Philip Nye and
Goodwin for intimate friends, and Milton
for his apologist, was not a bad man: this
is morally certain. His peculiarities arose
out of his passionate enthusiasm for the
cause of liberty, and the remarkable com-
bination in his person of soldier and
preacher.

In the works of Hugh Peters there are
no indications of his being a jester, but
abundant evidence of his genius and
fertility of mind. Thelittle book entitled
“A Dyzgg Father’s Last Liegacy ‘o s

only Child” was written by his ownheod
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thing by it more than the glor
and the saving his own soul wil
bad bargain of it at the close.”

“Make Christ your wisdom.
you were thus wise! Much of -
be pared off before it will be u
have seen the ways of it thoug!
could pretend to much of it: b
know, that being unsanctified,
sword in a madmen’s hand.
itself in vanity, foolish jesting, a
of those who are weaker than ¢
yea, it often leads men to play
blessed word of God.”

“If I go shortly where time sl
more, where neither cock nor clo
onishes hours, sink not, but lay

-~= Waan th



DANIEL BURGESS, 1645—1713.

TaE name of Daniel Burgess is usunally
associated with jesting, but this is another
instance of the way in which worthy men
have been held up to ridicule. He was a
Dissen.ter, and & man of great courage and
boldness of speech; he was also a quaint
and attractive preacher, and so the word
went forth from the evil one that he
should be denounced as a buffoon. In
those days there was no law to protect the
Dissenter, or at least no officer who cared
to put it in force, and so Mr. Burgess and
his congregation were shamefully annoyed
by persons of the baser sort; but when he
was urged to prosecute these disturbers he
only replied, “No, I have freely forgiven
them, and shall never meditate revenge.”
These are not the words of a buffoon.

His hearers procured for him & mect-
ing-honse in Brydges Street, Covent Geex-
len, where a large congregation WWuR



who came only to make themselves !
at the expense of reliﬁ):, Dissenten
Daniel Burgess. This his undaunted
age, his pointed wit, and ready elo
turned to great advantage: for he
quently fixed his eye on those scoffer
addressing them personally in a ]
piercing, and serious manner, was b
to the conversion of many who cam¢
to mock.”

He continued as pastor over this c
gation for thirty years, during wh
new place of worship was built by th
Carey Street, and when this was u
wrecked by Sacheverell's mob, it w:
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has to regret that his lordship did not
learn what Daniel Burgess might have
taught him ; for Daniel, with all his oddi-
ties, which made him for so many years
the butt of Swift, Steele, and the other
wits of the time, was a man of real piety.”

One story which is told of him may
have possibly been true, but we are not
sure. When treating on the robe of right-
eousness, he said, “If any of you would
have a good and cheap suit, you will go to
Monmouth Street; if you want a suit for
life, you will go to the Court of Chancery ;
but 1f you wish for a suit that will last to
eternity, you must go to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and put on his robe of righteous-
ness,” 'This is probably a garbled quota-
tiolq. The reader may accept it cum grano
salis.

Although it pleased the graceless wit-
lings of his day to father silly stories upon
Burgess, it i8 clear to all impartial persons
that he was a man of mark, and of deep
piety. When the Society for the Reforma-
tion of Manners was instituted he was
selected to preach the first sermon. This
was published under the fitle of “The
Golden Spuffers,” and is a proot of oW

Zhe good man was vilified ; for a o™\
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fiddlers to tickle your ears, n
tioners to please your palates,
cians. to cure your diseases;
nauseate our most needful me
dare not withhold them, and ;
with sugared poisons.” We ar
the critic never saw the sermon,
it from the title alone. The firt
the preacher by a society which ¢
the ablest ministers would not
on a mere buffoon.

Our best evidence that Dan
was & good man and true is fc
facts that he was thought wor
contemnoraries to preach one
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“He often said he chose rather to be
profitable than fashionable in his preach-
ing, and that he thought it cost him more
pains to study plainness than it did others
to study fineness; and he would be willing
to go out of the common way to meet with
sinners, to persuade them to return to their
God. “That is the best key (said he)
that fits the lock, and opens the door,
though it be not a silver or a golden
one.’” Many have acknowledged that they
came to hear him at first only to scoff at
him, and make a jest of what he said, but
went away under such convictions about
the concerns of their souls and another
world, as, it was hoped, ended in a happy
change of their spirits.

“In his preaching he insisted mostly
upon the first great principles of religion,
which all good Christians are agreed in;
and one who was a very competent judge
told me, he thought he had as good a
faculty in demonstrating them, and making
them plain and evident, as most men he
ever heard. He much lamented and vigor-
ousl({ opposed the growth of deism and
infidelity among us, saying he dreaded «
*Ohristless Christianity. He medded noh

with party matters, or matters of AVONER
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sumption and despair. He 1
used some plain gimilitndes
turns of expression, or little
perhaps as we find Bishop I
mons full of, which by some
to his reproach; but it is «
icular stories were malicic
ons;hénl;, thf,t were aboxll:lind
rai y a lying spirit only &
usefulness; gtlllé. in the gener
dustriously misrepresented b;
it is to be feared therein d
kindness for serious godlines
man having once the curio
hear him. when he had done.
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JOHN BERRIDGE, 1716—1793.

JoHN BERRIDGE, the vicar of Everton,
was commended by John Wesley as one of
the most simple a8 well as most sensible of
all whom it Iﬁeased God to employ in re-
viving tprimn;ive Christianity. He was a
man of remarkable learning, being as
familiar in the learned languages as in his
mother tongue, and well instructed in
theology, logic, mathematics, and meta-
gl;g:ics: he was not, therefore, eccentric

use he was ignorant. He possessed a
strength of understanding, quickness of
})eroeption, depth of penetration, and bril-
iancy of fancy beyond most men, while
& vein of innocent humour ran through
all his public and private discourses. His
biographer tells us that this softened what
somemight call the austerity of religion, and
rendered his company pleasent o yeogie o8

8 Joss serious habit ; and yet he adde,—* X%
is very singular that it never overcame ¥
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trines of sovereign grace, and preache
gospel in the clearest possible manner
his ministry he was diligence itself,
neying through the counties of Camb
Bedford, Hertford, and Huntingdor
tinually, preaching upon an average
ten to twelve sermons a week, and :
from place to place on horseback. He
to a friend—“1I fear my weekly ¢
would not suit a London or a Bath ¢
nor any tender evangelist that is env
with prunello. Long rides and miry
in sharp weather! Cold houses to
with very moderate fuel, and three
children roaring or rocking abou
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and the bishop sent for him and reproved
him for preaching “at all hours and on all
days.” My lord,” said he, modestly, “I
preach only &t twoseasons.” « Which are
they, Mr. Berridge?” “In season and
out of season, my lord.”

The revival which resulted from his
efforts was remarkable for depth and con-
tinuance, and for the persons rsecution
which it bronght upon the good man. The
clergy and gentry made common cause with
the lowest mob against him, “The old
devsl”” was the only name by which he was
distinguished for between twenty and thirty
ears ; but none of these things moved

im. Crowds waited upon him wherever
he journeyed, and his own church was
crammed, we had almost said up to the
ceiling, for we have heard of men clamber-
ing up and sitting upon the cross-beams of
the roof, while the windows were filled
within and without, and even the out-
side of the pulpit, to the very top, so
that Mr. Berridge seemed almost stifled.

There is no wonder that the people

thronged him, for his style was so in-

tensely earnest, homely, and. simyle, Tk
every ploughman was glad W here \oe
. gospel preached in a tongue WD ©



himself unable to exercise hit
on his subject, and felt him
“like a barber’s block with a
but his hearers did not think ¢
were excited to a passionate fer
words. On one occasion, while
the stairs of the pulpit at '
Court Road, his memory seen
him, and he commenced his

saying, “I set out to this pla
with a sack well filled with

wheaten bread, which I hoped
fore you, but the bottom came

sack as I walked u'?-stairs, al

nathine loft. far van hnt fiva hs



(I
JOHN BERRIDGE. 129

ity miles, and were at Everton
1 o’clock in the morning, having
from home soon after midnight.
early years of his ministry he was
ness of strange scenes, when the
took the same form as it did a few
0 in certain parts of the north of
and was accompanied by physical
ations. The phenomena then pre-
vere very remarkable, but we must
that we have no faith in their
! character, and are sorry to hear
occurrence. After a while the
18 and contortions came to an end,
work proceeded steadily and after
al fashion. Amid all the excite-
erridge never lost his head or be-
fanatic, neither was he exalted
1easure, but remained one of the
t and most genuine of men.
y i8 no doubt that his style was
narkable, and entirely his own.
f his letters he writes :—I have
ruiting for Mr, Venn at Godman-
a very populous and wicked town
mtingdon, and met with a patient
from a numerous audience. I
also will consecrate a few bormns,
ch in them to fill up his (O %
)
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the kingdom with impunity, s
irregularity in its best shape pa
censure 7 I told my brother he
fear being slandered for shee
while he only whistles the sh
better pasture, and meddles ne
the flesh nor the fleece, and I a
cannot sink much lower in credit,
lost his character right honestly
ing the gospel without mincin
scoffing world makes no other
between us than between Satan
bub; we have both got tuftec
cloven feet, only I am though

" ~=A~nt devil of the two.”
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OWLAND HILL, 1744—1833.

8 not our design to write a life of
rland Hill, but merely to sketch an
ine portrait from the ‘eccentric”
it of view. As a preacher Mr. Hill
the child of John Berridge, whose
rch he attended while he was a stu-
; at Cambridge, riding over to Everton
'y Sabbath to hear him. From
veteran he no doubt learned that
lom and simplicity of language
>h always distinguished him. He also
ciated much with John Stittle, one of
.'idge’s converts, and a man of very
ked individuality, who preached in
an Street, Cambridge for many years.
ir intimacy may be gathered from the
dent recorded by William Jones :—
a one occasion, when Mr. Hill was on
way to Duxford, to preach for the
sionary Society, he suddenly exclaimed,,
nust go to Cambridge, and we Tos
w of an old clergymsan, Who NN
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vice. On entering his friena mr. r:
house he said, ¢ Dear me, I quite :
to leave the message with the w
and seemed almost determined to 1
to Cambridge. He, however, rex
during the service, and on being
whether the message he had forgotte
important he replied, ¢ Yes, sir, I v
the old lady, who will soon be in h
to give my love to Johnny Btittl
tell him I shall soon see him again.’

Mr. Hill's first preachings were
itinerant character. He was glac
church, and equally delighted v
maating-house ; but the villa%e g
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high-mindedness which ought to go with
nobility he mingled an unaffected sim-
plicity and benevolence of spirit, which
made him dear to persons of all ranks.
He was thoroughly a man, thinking and
acting for himself with all the freedom of
a nfreat emancipated mind, which bowed
only at the feet of Jesus; but he was
esgentially a child-man, a Nathanael in
whom was no guile—artless, natural,
transparent, in all things unaffected, and
true. He once said of a man who knew
the gospel but seemed afraid to preach it,
“He preaches the truth as a donkey
munches & thistle—wvery cautiously :” this
was exactly the opposite of hisown way of
doing it.

His fixed places of ministry were Surrey
Chapel, an(f Wotton-under-Edge. He
facetiously styled himself  Rector of
Surrey Chapel, Vicar of Wotton, and
Curate of all the fields and lanes through-
out England and Wales.” Surrey Chapel
was called by many ¢ The Round-house,”
and it was reported that its form was
chogen by Mr. Hill that the devil might
not have a corner to hide in. The localy
is described by Berridge “aa one of e
rorst spots in London, the wery patadie
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shop windows, and in the country the cot-
tages and the cornfields were his study.
A friend told me an anecdote which I
have not met with in print. When at
Wotton he heard of a woman who
was noted for her sausages, and there-
fore called in upon her, and bought a
supply. “Now, my good woman,” said
he, ““ how is it that you make such good
sansages ¢’ “ Why, sir,” said she, “I
think it is a gift from the Almighty.”
Mr. Hill shook his head at this, and be-
gan to repent of his bargain, as well he
might, for the articles turned out to be
stale. He told the story afterwards as an
instance of how people try to pass off their
bad goods by canting tallz, and as & proof
of the fact that fanaticism is often in
alliance with knavery. *A gift from the
Almighty !”” said he, “and yet the produce
of this precious gift is good for nothing.”
‘We give this as an instance of the manner
in which he turned every little incident to
good account.

Our friend Mr. Charlesworth, of the
Btockwell Orphanage, has written a life of
Rowland H?J, which in our judgment
surpasses its predecessors in ghiving =3\
length portrait of the good men,wed v
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much less laughed, at anything. We
wonder if he had any children ? What
kind of father must he have been? But
here is the story in the old-fashioned
lan e in which we find it. The Rev.
Mr, William Guthrie, minister at Finwick,
met with Mr. Durham at a gentleman’s
house near Glasgow, some time before his
last sickness, and observing him somewhat
dull, endeavoured to force him to smile
and laugh, by his facetious and pleasant
conversation. Mr. Durham was somewhat
disgusted at this innocent freedom of Mr.
Guthrie, and displeased with himself
that he was so merry. When Mr. Guthrie,
according to the landable custom of that
family, and at their desire, prayed, he
showed the greatest seriousness, composure,
and devout liveliness. 'When he rose
ﬁoxge(f)rayer, Mr. Durham tenderly em-
bra his friend, and said to him, “O
William, you are a happy man; if I had
been 80 merry as you were before you
went to pray, I should not have been
serious, or in a frame for prayer, or any
other religious exercises for two days.”
This occurrence led Mr. Durham to judge
more leniently of his lively brethren, wod
our trust is that it may have the s



heart good to see how hiseyes wiu n
at the bare mention of his name
made religion a delight and the w
of God a pleasure; yea, he made tl
memory of it to be a joy for ever
hearts of the aged es they recall th
of their youth when Rowland Hill-
old Rowland Hill as they like t
him—was in his glory.



MATTHEW WILKS, 1746—1829.

WaAT Rowland Hill was on one side of
the Thames Matthew Wilks was upon the
other. He came to London in 1775, and
John Berridge took part in his ordination
over the Tabernacle churches which had
been gathered by Whitefield. He was
a person of commanding appearance, of
great shrewdness, and special singularity,
and, like other worthy men, he has been
much belied because & vein of humour
was manifest in him, This matters little,
since the good man led multitudes to
Jesus, and was a faithful pastor to the
flock which he gathered. He was one of
the fathers of the London Missionary
Society, the Evangelical Magazine, the
Irish Evangelical Society, the Bible So-
ciety, and the Religious Tract Society ;
in fact, from his great practical wisdom,
he was called upon to be & \eader W SN
kinds of Christian work.
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bits of glass bottles. We have
illustration quoted with ridicu
fail to see any objection to it.
one watch a cat in such cire
and then find a better instance
spect walking if he can. We
lieve the tradition that he re
head-dresses of the day by prea
“ top (k)not come down,” whi
ting from the text, “ Let him f
the house top not come dow
have met a gentleman who ¢
saw him kold up a small p:
when preaching from “ Thou
* tha halances.” We do -
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London Missionary Society was a very
striking one. Certainly the text was
remarkable enough.  “The children
gather wood, and the fathers kindle the
fire, and the women knead their dough,
to make cakes to thequeen of heaven, and
to pour out drink offerings unto other
ods, that they may provoke me to anger :”
er. vii. 18, “When the text was an-
nounced, in the midst of a crowded as-
sembly, every eye seemed to express
astonishment at the preacher's choice.
He had not proceeded far, however, in his
undertaking, when the feeling of astonish-
ment gave place to pure delight, when all
seemed convinced that though the text
was uncommon, it was by no means inap-
propriate. Having glanced at the idola-
trous worship of the queen of heaven, the
ardour of the worshippers, and the persons
employed in it; he then said, ‘I will
contrast your objects, compare your ardour,
and muster your agents” The appeal
was admirably directed, and energetically
sustained, and from the hearing and
perusal of that part of it which referred
to the agents, viz., the men, women, and
chsldren, arose the system of snailNwry
Znstitutions which now pervades the Whele



Bpa Usapy -
course. Irrespective, nuwe...,
pression a8 delivered from
it possesses considerable me
argument and as a composition
Beyond a wretched little me
few mere outlines of sermons, 1
mains of all the great and g
which were spoken by Mr. Wil
stories told of him relate to hin
a man than as a preacher. M;
friend Mr. George Rogers has
the following note :—
“Matthew Wilks was very ¢
appearance, in his voice, and -
~naca. Like Mr. Hill, he ws
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London Missionary Society, and nearly all
the directors were opposed to him, he
found a determined sapporter in Mr. Wilks,
who even went so far in pressing the point
a8 to be charged with being overbearing.
‘When the debate was over, Mr. Wilks went
into the room where Mr. Williams was
waiting for the decision of the committee
and said, Well, young man, you have
been accepted, but if it had not been for
my overbearing disposition you mnever
would have got in’ This was Williams
the martyr at Erromanga.

“ A minister from the West of England
having called upon Mr. Wilks, and in-
formed him that he was in great distress
of mind on account of debt; Mr. Wilks
said, ‘ You are a great fool; you ought
not to get in debt.” ¢ Oh,’ he replied, ‘it
ﬁmdual y accumulated, and I could not

elp it. My wife was ill, and some of
my children died, and my income is
very small.” ¢ How much do you owe?’
¢ About £70.” ¢Then you are a great fool,
I want you to preach at Greenwich next
Sunday.’ ¢Oh, I am too much dejected.’
¢ But I say you must go, and I will send
8 note to the gentleman with whom yon
must dine,”  Returning to Mr.Wiks on



had obtained that rom anowuer gouw
for him. Observing him to be mu(
fected by this, Mr. Wilks added, ¢ Sti)
are a great fool.” He then produced
ther £10, called him a fool more
mently than before, and thus cont
to put £10 before him again and
and to scold him until the whole
was produced ; and thep he said,
go home, and don’t be such a fool
get into debt again.’ This shoy
great knowledge of human nature,
thus kept the good man from being
Wlllelfl.neg by the great and unex)
relief.”

- LR LIRS 58 | N,
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nothing at all : can you tell the difference
between me and Moses ?” “ Hoot, toot,
Mr. Wilks,” interposed good Dr. Waugh,
anxious to releage the young victim, “ you
should na’ put such a question as that
to the lad ; but if you like I’ll tell you the
difference between Moses and you : Moses
was the meekest of men.”

More genial was his mode of finding a
wife for a brother minister. He sent him
to the lady’s house with this laconic
note :—

“ My dear madam,—Allow me to intro-
(11&1:6 to you my worthy friend, the Rev.

—

“If you 're a cat .
You ’ll smell a rat!

“Yours truly, W
“Matt. WIiLks.”

The lady found it needful to request the
gontleman to explain the letter; this led
them into pleasant conversation, and into
mutual admiration, which ended in mar-
riage. The mystery of the cat and the
rat was thus solved.

We may not imitate his drollery, twak &
would be a happy circumstence W =\
minigters as diligently resd the "%;\‘0\9-“

. A
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gave £100 away. He loved thglpa
his poor people loved him. His
over his members was very great,
was founded in love. The common
heard him gladly, and among th
enjoyed a long and fruitful ministry
works which he commenced haw
Eerﬁetuated, especially the societies

e helped to inaugurate. The L¢
thus enabled his work to endure t!
ordeal of time, which is a seve:
causing many pretentions minist
pass away as smoke. Call him e
if you please, but our prayer sha
+t~ T.and that we mav share in the ]
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WILLIAM DAWSON, 1773—1:

Mz. WiLniam Dawson, the York
farmer and Methodist preacher, sl
be mentioned among the cccentrics
not on account of any great usc of w
his preaching. Gross falschoods

forged concerning him, and he was 1
to appear as a mere comic actor b;
ribald world, but there was nothing a
his preaching to deserve it. 1Ilc was
at repartee, and there was a slight

ture of drollery in his sermons, bu
was mainly distinguished for his wond
dramatic power, l)y which he made ¢

thing stand out before the people’s

and thus created the deepest imypress
In a note from Dr. Osborn to us,

gentleman says: “ Wit was not Daw
specialty, it was the intense activit)
fervour of his imagination, with « lu
sound doctrine and sound chavacket,
was the source of his power,and
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“T first heard Mr. Dawson fro
gulpit in the year 1828. His appal
emeanour struck me as unclerical.
he wore a black coat and vest, and ¢
neck-cloth, but his lower extremiti
encased in a pair of drab breeches,
wore what are technically calle
boots,’ such as are, and were at th
universally worn in England by s
tial farmers as a part of their Su
market-day attire. He crossed ¢
of the chapel on his wa{I to the
with a rolling gait, as though 1
traversing a ploughed field, with
in aanh nanket, of his drabs' half W]
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blessed was upon him, and the multitude
delighted to hear him. His power in
setting an illustration before his hearers
will be seen from the following :  Preach-
ing on the returning prodigal, Mr. Dawson
paused, looked at the door, and shouted
out, after he had depicted him in his
wretchedness, ¢ Yonder he comes, slipshod !
Make way—make way—make way, there.’
Such was the approach to reality, that a
considerable part of the congregation
tarned to the door, some rising on their
feet, under the momentary impression
that some one was entering the chapel in
the state described. In the same sermon,
paraphrasing the father’s replying to the
son that was angry, and wou{’d not go in,
he said : ¢ Be not offended ; surely a ccif
- may do for a prodigal, shoes for a prodigal,
a reng and a robe for a prodigal, but ALL
I haveis THINE’ As to the more striking
effect, when pointing to the door, similar
results were produced when referring to
the Witch of Endor. His picturing took
such hold on the imagination, that on
exclaiming, ¢ Stand by—stand by ! There
she i 1’ some of the poor propI® tnednes-
tently directed their eyes downward, Worrs
own eye was fixed, and. the web ¥



when he had opened the
heard the voice of the fo
Come and see,” ete. ¢
then, the awful conditic
saved sinner. Open you
and see it yourself. 7ha
broad road of ruin ; every !
deeper in sin; every bre
feeds his corruption ; every
him farther from heaven a
Onward, onward he is goi1
hell are after him quickly, 1
pursue him — with swift
hoof the pale horse and
are tracking the godless
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attention, and fixing his keen eye upon
those who sat immediately before him, he
continued in an almost supernatural
whisper, ¢ Hark! hark ! that swift rider
is coming, and judgment is following him.
That is his untiring footstep! Hark !”—
and then imitating for a moment or two
the beat of the pendulum, he exclaimed
in the highest pitch of his voice, “ Lord,
save the sinner! save him! Death is
upon him, and hell follows! See, the long
arm is raised! The final dart is poised!
O my God, save him—save him—for if
the rider overtakes that poor sinner, un-
Bardoned and unsaved, and strikes his

low, down he falls, and backward he
drops—hell behind him, and as he falls
backward, he looks upward, and shrieks—
¢Lost ! lost ! lost ! Timelost ; Sabbaths lost ;
means lost ; soul lost; heaven lost! ALwn
lost, and lost for ever!” Backward he
drops; all his sins seem to hang round
his neck like so many millstones as he
plunges into the burning abyss. ¢Come
and see’ Lord, save him! O my God,
save him! ¢ Come and see.’ Blessed be
God! The rider hes not overtaken W
et ; there ig time and space yeb tot Wk

Ppoor siiner: he may he ®eved. YN



Father inviting you; God tl
commanding you; God the Fat
ing he has no g}easure in your
in your life. There is Jesus C
to seek you. He has travel
years to save you. He is dyi
cross. With his outstretched
says, <Come unto me, and I wil
rest.’ ‘He that believeth in
never die!’” The effect was
whelming that two of the cor
fainted, and it required all the
tact and self-command to ride
the storm, which his own vivid
tinn had aransed.
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viii. 4,—“Faint, yet pursuing,”
iye seemed at one time suffused
ars; and when people and preacher
raned up to the highest pitch of
;» & momentary pause ensuet{ during
the clock struck fwelve, and broke
illness that reigned, like the hammer

e bell at a watch night, on the de-
re of the old year. In an instant
iarted his eyes to the front of the
ry, and personifying the timepiece,
—“You may speak, clock, but I am
done yet.” Though no apparent
sctation existed on the part of the
dtory that he would close his discourse
h the hour, yet it had all the effect of
iving disax:lpoinmd hope, and threw a
am of sunshine into every countenance,
Nilliam Dawson was a man by himself.
ien nature formed him she broke the
nld, but we could have wished that she
| given us at least another after his
aner and order. Of his power in witty
wers we will only give one specimen,
. then close our notice. The following
logue was held between Dawson and a
lt-finding gentleman.,
Yntleman. “I had the peasws
ing you yesterdsy.”
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destrory all the good previvus.

Mr. D. “You should have
the people in them.”

Gent. “ 1 went into the gall
hung over the front, and sav
but I could get no good; I
all the benefit I had receivec
sermon.”

Mr. D. “It is easy to
that.”

Gent, “ How 8o ?”

Mr. D. “You mounted t
house ; and on looking dowr
bour’s chimney to see what
ha kept, you got your ey

Lo
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\COB GRUBER, 1778—1850.

iN the population of the United States
sparse and widely-scattered, the publio
ices of religion could not have been
itained at all if the Lord had not
:d up a race of zealous itinerants, who
ed rapidly from one hamlet or home-
1 to another, and by their intense
estness kept alive the sacred fire,. We
le to a period ranging from one hun-
.years back to within half-a-century
ae present date. The men of that
were necessarily strong physically, or
could not have borne the hardships
sheir wandering mission, and they
: also sturdy mentally, and needed
2 8o, for they met with people who re-
ed vigorous handling. Of course the;

: rough and unrefined—what coul
have effected had they heen other-
? Of what uge would ® tezot "W
ng a forest? Very frequently oes



their uncomfortable and 1
stances. At any rate, the
which God gave them ti
America a Christian instea
country, which last it mig]
become had it not been f
‘We do not commend all thai
less hold them up for imi
think it profitable to see
their work, and therefore
scribe Jacob Gruber, of wh
poraries said, “ He is a
copies no man.” We sha
than give extracts from a bi
by W. P. Strickland, whic
published in this country.
a long 9‘hagter of this, b

~Aw a8 o on
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re of German descent, and had
ht up in the faith of the great
the Reformation. The German
| Church for many years had the
control of the religious interests
.eighbourhood. The time, how-
me when this quiet was broken.
nerant Methodist preachers had
up the country into circuits,
aiming to be successors of the
3, thought it no robbery to
s them in traversing the country,
reaching the gogBel wherever they
an open door. The strangeness of
manner, and the wonderful earnest-
f their Ereaching, attracted the at-
mn of the people, particularly the
rer portion, and the cabins and barns
+ they held forth were crowded.
‘oung Gruber listened to these circuit
1ers with amazement; and though
were denounced by the staid and
Reformers as wild and fanatical, he
theless felt strangely drawn to their
ngs. There was such a fervour in
prayers, such a zeal and earnestness
sir preaching, and such = power &
ongs, that he was entirely fanciney
on became convinced of the wes
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“That the reader may have a «
description of the religious condit
this particular neighbourhood, we g
account %mpuedol:{ Gruber himsel
says: ‘The Methodist preachers can
the neighbourhood, and held severa
ings. As the result of their lab
revival commenced, and quite a x
of persons were converted, and pr
a knowledge of sins forgiven.” 8
the members of the German mi
church went to the old gentlem:
pressing a desire to know somethin;
this new doctrine. In reply to t}
~mivioa ahont. the knowledge of 1
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revival meetings where some were
sing God for having pardoned their
, 8tood thoughtfully shaking her head
said, ¢ It could not be, for if they had
nswer a hundred and sixty questions,
the had before she got religion, they
1d learn that it could not be obtained
ach quick time.’
Among the early itinerants who visited
nsylvania about this time was the ec-
ric Valentine Cook. He was fresh from
halls of Cokesbury College, and perhaps
first native college-bred preacher that
agpeared in the American Methodist
rch. When Cook made his appearance,
it was rumoured that he was a graduate
college, he attracted general attention.
German Reformed, like several other
'ches we could name, entertained the
that no man could J)ossibly be quali-
to preach who had not received a
rical education ; and hence vastly more
ect was paid to Cook than to any of
solleagues in the ministry. His learn-
however, did not always avail to in-
him respect, as the following incident
show :—After travelling a whole day
oat refreshment in s region Whete b
106 known, he halted In the evenny
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the gooa wuiuws, ..
spinning, took him to be ar
8he was not at all favourabl
with his appearance, but a
band’s re%nest ghe procure:
for him and returned to her w.
to her husband somewhat
in German, she hoped the Iris
choke in eating. After Cook
his repast he asked the -
pray, which being granted he
and offered up a fervent
German. In his prayer
the Lord to bless the kin
the wheel and give her 1
' ooishit ha hetter dis
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sprightly lad, he was soon called out to
exercise his gifts in lpublic prayer and
exhortation. As usual in such cases, a
storm of persecution arose, not only from
those who were outside the church and
the family, but from his own household.
Father, mother, brothers, and sisters, as if
by one consent, rose up against the young
exhorter, and he was obliged to leave home
and seek more congenial quarters else-
where. Some of the more zealous Method-
ists interpreted this differently from what
Koung Jacob had imagined, and persuaded
im that it was a clear indication of
Providence that it was his duty to abandon
everything for the exclusive work of the
ministry. This interpretation of Provi-
lence was soon after verified. As he went
n his way afoot and alone to the town of
«ancaster he met one of the itinerants,
‘ho in a short conversation convinced him
* the duty of entering upon the ministry,
id sent him to an adjoining circuit to
1 a vacancy. He accordingly procured
10rse and went to the appointment.
* As the conference embraced sickly re-
ns in its territory, he knew not but he
tht be sent by the intrepid Bishop
wury to some one of these AR, N

R\



s0 with Gruue..

stitution, an iron frame capaw..

an amount of hardship, labour, an
which made him the ‘wonder o
ministerial companions,

“The second year of our youm
rant’s ministry was spent where v
cf wilderness interposed betweer

intments, and new hardships

c endured. Nothing daunted,

the mountains, penetrated the 1

sought the cabins nestling arr
that he might preach the gos
inmates. Here he laboured wi
nnremitting zeal and diligenc/
~* anpeals many we
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any promise was for him, as he believed
his a{‘of mercy and hope was gone for
ever. The following colloquy then ensued
" between Gruber and the despairing man :
¢ ¢“What will become of you?’ I shall
be lost’ ¢Where will you go? ¢To
hell.” ¢ But if you go there you will have
it all to yourself.” ¢ What do you mean ¥’
‘I mean just what I say: if you go to
hell weeping and praying, you will scare
all the devils away, for I never heard or
read of one going to hell weeping and
praying.’ At this a smile came over his
face like sunshine on a cloud ; his despair
was gone, and hope full and joyous sprang
up in his soul.

“At the next conference Gruber was
sent to the Winchester circuit, having for
a colleague & young man by the name of
Richards. This young itinerant ina great
measure destroyed his usefulness by getting
the crotchet into his head that, to maintain
ministerial dignity, he must put on extra
airs of reserve and sanctity,. A ‘sad
countenance,” ag our old English version
has it, in the description of the Pharisces
ini the days of the Saviour, is nob e
index of spirituality. One of Yoo SN

preachers who had outlived s day, 38
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was present when this remark
emilingly said: ‘Do you m:
lowance for solids and fluids ¥’
lect a reply once mude by a li
joyous, talented young preache
lady, who reprovingly said to .
you would be as serious as
¢Ah!’ said the young brother,
‘when I get the dyspepsia a
has it, I will, no doubt, be equ
“He had now been six y
work of the ministry, and ha
such good proof of his fidelity
that the good Bishop Asbury

nAnalifod far tha mara reannn:
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ngs.’ Towards the close of the
camp-meetings were held on ever
it, and hundreds were converted.
sed, a camp-meeting in those days
10ut numerous conversions and large
:gsions to the church would have been
reat wonder.
“ At that time even a quarterly meeting
8 considered dull and profitless unless
uls were converted and added to the
wrch, and a revival inaugurated for
ae coming quarter. In describing these
amp-meetings, Gruber said : ¢ Some com-
slained about too much wildfire, and called
the preachers the fire company; but we
wanted fire that would warm and melt,
not tame-fire, fox-fire, and the like.”
During the three years on this district
be experienced many hardships. In de-
seribing his labours he says: ¢One very
cold night in the winter I took a path for
a near way to ‘my stopping-place, but got
out of my course, wandered about among
the hills and mountains,and went to the top
of one of them to see clearings, or hear dogs
bark, or roosters crow, hut all in vain,
After midnight the moon arose; I could
then sce my track. ''he snow was oew-
leep, and I went back till 1 gt ko ©



V

and sleeping a littie » w... ,
breakfast departed on my day’'s joun
filling two appointments.’

“ At the end of his first year on the.
trict he had a line of appointments res
ing to Baltimore. On his route he pas
through a wild, mountainous reg
traversed by a dim path. Not asi
cabin was to be found in a dists
of twenty miles. He struck for the -
on the mountain about ten o’clock,
had not proceeded many miles befo
found it covered up knee-deep in s
and not a single track to be seen.
nicked his way, however, as. best he ¢

7 Y -~ TDuring the day it
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the woods until night overtook him,
when he lost his path and became en-
tangled in the forest. The rain, which
had been pouring down, now changed into
snow, and the wind blew furiously. Be-
sides all this, it was becoming increasingly
cold. What to do he knew not, except to
ray. The night was spent sitting on his
Eorse. Above the roar of the storm he
could hear the scream of the panther and
the howl of the wolf.. It was a dreadful
night ; but morning came, and with it he
found the path, and in a short time found
himself at the house of a friend. The
family were alarmed at seeing him, and ex-
pressed their surprise at his undertaking so
perilous a journey, as no person had been
known to pass throagh that portion of the
wilderness before in winter, Neither him-
self nor horse had tasted a morsel of food
since they started, but they were both
inured to hardships, and suffered but little
in consequence, After obtaining some re-
freshment, he started to his apgointment,
thankful for his escape from the dangers
through which he had passed.
“ Gruber gives several incidents that
occurred at camp-meetings. ‘In one
camp,’ he says, € some bold sinners coms \Q



among the MOUrutio wao i pave- —.
and found no relief until he drew a
pistol out of his pocket, with whi
intended to defend himself if an
should offer to speak to him on the &
of religion, When he laid it on the
beside him the Lord blessed him, an
him a great victory over his foes.” ”
Gruber was dreadfully severe l;p
worldliness, and especially upon fo
ness in dress, which he denounce
ridiculed. A little of his healthy
might be useful in these dressy day:
“ While preaching in a certain p!
one occasion an unusually tall lady e
- * 1ewta abanmed nreachil
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“ At a camp-meeting on a certain occa-
sion, where considerable difficulty was
experienced in getting the people to
observe order, from the number of young
persons who were walking about, collect-
ing in groups, and engaged in conversa-
tion, the presiding elder, in the most
respectful and courteous terms, requested
them to be seated. Not seeming to under-
stand, or mnot caring to compl(f with the
request, the young people paid no atten-
tion whatever to what was said, but kept
ui their walking and talking. Gruber,
who was present, felt greatly aggrieved,
and rising in the stand he roared out,
‘Mr. Presiding Elder, you called those
young folks gentlemen and ladies, and
they did not know what you meant " He
then added, ¢ Boys, come right along and
take seats here,” pointing to the right;
‘and you, gals, come up and take your
seats here on the left.” - Earnest and pe-
remptory as he was, yet 8o comical was his
manner that their attention was at once
arrested, and they came smilingly forward
and took their seats.”

To us this mode of address would have
seemed rude and irritating, and very wo-
likely to secure the desired end, ot Jacdn



blunt, commanding mode or spee
see to be earnestly intended, and
it. Very much depends upon !
racter of the persons to whom w
and something also upon our own
position : it would never do for
minister fresh from college to
those of his own age as girls a
neither would such a style of adi
be acceptable to our educate
people even if the oldest divine
costed them. The practical less
have the thing done somehow,
right, and to use just such a
speaking as will be best calcv
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me for closing the exercises in the
ig circles, one of them, unwilling
p, kept on singing and praying.
r, somewhat impatient, shouted out
> top of his voice, ¢ That's right,
18, blow all the fire out.”” Often
e same thought occurred to our mind
we have seen unwise brethren ranting
g after the “spirit of supplication”
sen fully exhansted. Long prayers
ng addresses blow out the fire which
re intended to increase.

ber’s later years were more calm and
but they were not quite devoid of
g incident. The sinners of his day
18 eccentric as the preachers who
; to win them, If they were assailed
he pulpit with rough weapons, they
how to be vigorously offensive in
. Gruker says—

was sent a second year to Dauphin
. Nothing extraordinary took place,
yme fellows of the baser sort made
smpt to blow up our meeting-house
Tisburg. On a Sunday night after
ing thei got in at a window, put
ling under the pulpit with powder
1d & match. 1t made wrepot\WNes

on, tore up the pulpiy, 2. s



out that he was lazy, so he hac
cess in winning souls, and none
a wife. Some young men thi
can only get married (the
better) they will be at once i
and some yonng women have &
if they can only get a preache
have an angel for certain ; but
one has been disappointed very
“ While in attendance at co
Philadelphia, in 1830, he was g
preach in his old charge, St
He took for his text Psalm
¢ Blessed are they that dwell in
thev will be still praising thee,
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They were a kumble people, willing
y & humble place in the church ;
any place so that they might be
:d to abide in the church; but
ere some people who were g0 proud
1bitious that, unless they could be
1e first king of Israel, from the
ers up higher than everybody else,
rouldn’t come into the house at all,
ang about the doors.
2. They were a conlented people. 1f
thing did not exactly suit them, they
3 the best of it, and tried to get along
ell as they could ; but there are many
are so uneasy and fidgety that they
5 dwell in the church, but are contin-
* running in and out, disturbing
18elves and everybody else.
¢ 8. They were a satisfied petgalc, always
ng something good, and thankful for
Let who would be their preacher they
1 always get something that would
them instruction and encourage-
5% But some people are never satisfied,
are always finding fault with their
sher ; some preach too loud, and some
ong, and some say so many hard and
r thi ia, and EOmMe 8XQ WO Lrowy
that the

y can’t e fed. ok 3\ T WL

by
-?!.

|
|
|
I
I



fced e, Loia we.. ;

said, “ Andrew shall feed me
shan’t’; and another, “I ws
and no fish ”’; and others, “ 1
" and no bread,” how could th
fed? Such dissatisfied people
in the house of the Lord. I:
turned out they will soon d
can’t live.””

“Though he was sometin
his criticisms on young -
always entertained for the
affection, and sought only t
errors : but we cannot thinl
fied in publicly rebuking a f

'  %~a attarked Method
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most important defect in his elocution,
Gruber sent him the following laconic
reply :— :

“¢Dear Ah! Brother Ah!—When-ah
you-ash go-ah to-ah preach-ah, take-ah
care-ah you-ah don’t-ah say-ah Ah-ah! -
Yours-ah,

““JACOB-AH GRUBFR-AH.

“ But one of the oddest reproofs | ever
knew him to administer was on a larger
scale, and proved not less effectual. Ina
certain church the congregation had an
unseemly practice of turning their backs
on the pulpit during a certain portion of
the singing. One Sabbath Mr. Gruber con-
ducted the service, and, as usual, the whole
congregation simultaneously turned round,
presenting their backs to the preacher.
Instantly the preacher, to be even with
them, turned round also, presenting his
back to the congregation. When the
time for prayer came, at the close of the
hymn, the congregation were astonished
to find the preacher turned from them
and gazing at the wall. The hint was
enough ; they did not repeat the objec-
tionable practice.”

Mr. Martin thus describes the closing
scene of Gruber’s life :—



end was rapidly approa
for the happy releast
brother Blake, if it cot
when he was about to d
brethren and sisters :
they might (to usc his
me safe off ; and as I an
full chorus and sing :—

“On Jordan's stormy 1

A few hours before h
Brother Blake whether
another night, and was
his judgment he could 1
he, ‘to-morrow I shal
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fast sinking, in accordance wit
quest, the hymn he had selected 1
but ere it was concluded his cons
was gone. The singing ceased,
like stillness reigned, only brok«
occasional respiration. An over
sense of the presence of God mel
heart. A minute more and h
spirit winged its way to its lo
rest. He died in the scventy-se
of his age.”

If any judge too severely the
peculiarities of such & man, 1
urge them to do better ; but to us
more than probable that were
more in earnest we should sce
what are called eccentricities, v
often only the ensigns of rcal zea
tokens that a man is both na
intense. If a fisherman can c
with silk lines and artificial bait
be thankful ; but if with a super
he is unsuccessful, it shows a v

irit if he indulges in harsh cri
the style and manner of bretl
succeed better than himself in t
fishery. ¢ Every man in his ow
is a8 good rule. Apollos may \
and Cephas blunt, Lot so !
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other's coats. We Woui. .

man, “Be eccentric”; but if he
help being so, we would not he
otherwise. The leaning tower
owes much of its celebrity to its .
and although it certainly is not
model for architects, we would
means advise the taking of it dow:
to one any builder who tried t
another would create a huge ra
therefore it would not be a safe pre
but there it is, and who wishes
other than it iz ? Serve the Lo
ther, with your very best, and see

" hatter,and whatever your pecul
TV «will ho olamfiaAd 1



EDWARD TAYLOR, 1793—1871

‘WE would now introduce ¢ Father Taylor,’
the Sailor Preacher of Boston. No
Father Taylor of California, who is :
younger man, but Edward Taylor, o
the Bethel, — the man whom Charle
Dickens thus described in his “ Americal
Notes ”:—

“The only preacher I heard in Bostor
was Mr. Taylor, who addresses himsel
peculiarly to seamen, and who was once ¢
mariner himself. I found his chapel dowr
among the shipping, in one of the narrow
old, waterside streets, with a gay blue flag
waving freely from its roof. The preache:
looked a weather-beaten, hard-featurec
man, of about six or eight and ﬁﬁ:lyn; with
deep lines graven as it were into his face
dark hair, and a stern, keen eye. Ye!
the general character of his countenance
was pleasant and agreeable. His text was.
‘Who is this that cometa vp Sxom X
wilderness. leaning nnon hex DRAGIRAY



a rli’(‘];e eloquence, weu an..,
prehension of his hearers. Indeea,
not mistaken, he studied their syn
and understandings much more tl
display of his own powers. His i
was all drawn from the sea, and fi
incidents of a seaman’s life ; and w:
remarkably good. He spoke tothem
glorious man, Lord Nelson,” and
lingwood ; and drew nothing in, as'
ing is, by the head and shoulders, but]
it to bear upon his purpose, natura
with a sharp mind to its effect.
times, when much excited with his 1
“~ had an odd way of taking hi

-dar hig arm and na
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“¢<Who are these, who are they, who
are these fellows ? where do they come
from? Where are they going to ? Come
from ! What’s the answer ?* leaning out
of the pulpit, and pointing downward with
his right hand : ¢ From below !’ starting
back again, and looking at the sailors be-
fore him: ‘From below, my brethren,
from under the hatches of sin, battened
down above you by the evil one. That’s
where you come from ! a walk up and
down the pulpit: ‘and where are you
going ?’ stopping abruptly; ¢ where are
you going? Aloft I' very softly, and
{)ointing upward: ¢ Aloft!’ louder : ‘Aloft!
ouder still : ¢ That’s where you are going,
with a fair wind, all tant and trim, steer-
ing direct for heaven in its glory, where
there are no storms or foul weather, and
where the wicked cease from troubling and
the weary are at rest.” Another walk :
¢ That’s where you’re going to, my friends.
That’s it. That’s the place. That’s the

rt. That's the haven. It's a blessed

bour—still water there, in all changes
of the winds and tides ; no driving ashore
upon the rocks, or slipping youx cahles
and running out to 8RR, ORI L WRRRR,
peace, peace, all peace¥  hoother A



r his left arm :
3 coming from
? Yeg. From
ness of iniquity,

But doqthey
they lean upon
17" 'Three raps
8. Yes, They
* beloved,’ three
f tll)asir belogled,’
. ¢ Pilot, guiding
me, to all hands
e: ‘Here it is.
's duty manfully,
Is in the ntmost
1i8 —two more :
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preacher to be of any materia
with reference to the man’
ness : but as a judge of viw:
ner, and power of style, no
could be found.

Mr. T?lor’s first regula
official holding-forth was befo
Methodist Conference, asseml
qualifications. It has been
upon this occasion he had tl
select as his text the words, ¢
Pharaoh, surely ye are spi
biogra%her says that althougl
might have been worked int«
thgal xieal be:]t was a Imore
equally singular one, “ I pray
live.” He adds, that the tr.
his fervour and talents were 1
offset for his defects ; and in.
ﬂrayer, they “let him live.” 1

ow they could have done ¢
no Conference would have
enough to kill him,

After itinerating for some f
man and his mission met,
Taylor took up his abode in
a minister of the WMethodi
Church, specially ®eb o™
among gailors, His coege



pegBL L o
quently preaching ivu. -
him it never occurred to polish nu
and prune away its power : he spoke
heart prompted him, and worked
Holy Spirit moved him. He did
enough for two men, and had a .
blessing upon it. In a very shor
Boston felt his power, and its weal
its culture were at his feet as wel
poverty and roughness. A noble
was built for him, a house of large
sions, a fit sphere for his operatic
by his soul-stirring ministry he ms
Bethel ” famous in all lands.

Tt was not at all wonderful tk

1 ather nlagses of thy
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No ideas of propriety, or noti
delicacy, hung about him like {
he spoke to sailors, not to squeamis
posities, and to “ the sons of Zebul
poured out his great heart in a
eloquence, which was all on flame
who heard him in 1885 said of
“ His eloquence was marvellous: }
trol over the audience seemed almos
lnte. Tears and smiles chased eac
over our faces, like the rain and s
of an April day. He had one of tl
brilliant imaginations that ever s
and burned. His sermon was all
though it came in bursts and jets o
It was like the dance of the
changing all the while from silver £
purple, and back again. But the
of his magnetic power lay in hi
flowing sympathies, that leaped ¢
barriers, and had no regard for t
lace. There was no wall of fo
tween him and his hearers,, an
than if he were talking to each or
in a private room. He would sing]
rson in his audience, and talk to .
ividually, with the same freedom «
met him in the street. ¢ A\ my 3

tnrnine $n a anilaw wha onnene
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The ludicrous was allowed ¢
plaz in his discourses, and
rightlyso. To the pure mind,
powers of our manhood are cox
clean. Humour can be conse
should be. We grant thatitisa
cult to manage; but when i
proper control, it more than re
the labour spent upon it. Chil
damage with gunpowder ; but w
it is when & wise man directs
Mr. Taylor made men langh
might weep. He touched o
chord, that he might be abl

—kawnne anma Mreac
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the Lord delighted to honour.
n% candles rail at the sun for his
while they cannot be sure that those
re not excessive light; and may be
ure of another thing, that, spots or
ts, ten thousand such glimmers as
are not worthy to be compared with
ay beams of the great orb of day.
’he prayer-meetings Father Taylor,
father in his family, cast off all
nt, and unveiled his inner nature
hildlike unguardedness. One of his
emarkable displays of this kind was
n address by a visitor, who related
ith of a very wicked man, who was
up a few days before in a powder
it Wilmington. He came down
1 and mangled, and gave his heart
1; and now who would not say
he holy man of old, “Let me die
ath of the righteous, and let my
1d be like his”? Father Taylor
~once. “I don’t want any trash
t unto this altar. I hope none of
»ple calculate on serving the devil
ir lives and cheating him with their
breath. Don't look forwed 4a
ing God by giving him thensh s
piring candle, Perhops Yow et
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}Lreach aught but Chr:
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of abandoned women. Protected by his
eccentricity and his purity alike from any
shadow of suspicion, he always obeyed such
a summons. At all hours of the day or
night he visited the foulest haunts of
crime in this noble service ; never with
one harsh word for the fallen, never with
any apology for their crime. He received
many warnings against venturing on such
errands. The only notice that he ecver
took of them was to lay aside his cane,
which was elsewhere his constant com-
ion, but which he never took with
im when he visited the cellars and garrets
of North Street. This was simple courage
in the Christian soldicr ; but it was also
the wisest prudence.”

It grieves one’s heart to relate that after
many years of glorious service Father
Taylor faded away by degrees during ten
long years, losing slowly aﬁr his powers. It
was as the Lord would have it; but to
drift about as a poor hulk, with the arma-
- | ment removed, and the light in the bin-
] nacle extinguished, was very grievous both

to the old man and to his friends.
So passed away one whom Emerson
/ called one of the two greatest %@k& K e
United states, He wes o ReASHRKS
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cast a funeral wreath, and say,
God there were others to fill his
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EDWARD BROOKE, 1779—1871.

OuR Wesleyan brethren have lately lost
from their ministry an eminently useful
reacher, who was the last survivor of a
ittle band of simple-hearted and down-
right earnest men, who in their day were
mighty winners of souls, but had the
rveéputation of being somewhat eccentric.

illiam Dawson and Samuel Hick were
worthily perpetuated in Squire Brooke,
who entered into rest in January, 1871.
We must not be supposed to endorse all
his theology, or to hold up to admiration
all his modes of procedure; but we have
no patience with those who imagine that
ou cannot admire a man’s character un-
ess you agree with him in every doctrinal
sentiment. Mr. Brooke was soundly

| abused in his day, and certain scurrilous

sapers imputed the most outrageous con-
uct to him ; but, in truth, he was only a
homely and somewhat quaint preacher of
the old, old gospel, and his Magter Aatoed

bim with great power.
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Equipped for his favourite sport, with gun
in hand and followed by his dogs, he was
crossing the Honley Moors, when a lone
man met him with a message from God.
The man was a Primitive Methodist
preacher, named Thomas Holladay, one of
those strong-minded, earnest evangelists,
the validity of whose orders is disdainfully
denied bfy many, but who, judged by the
results of their ministry, hold a commis-
sion higher than bishops can bestow—a
commission signed and sealed by him who
is “head over all things to his church.’

“Intent upon his Master’s work, ‘in
geason and out of season,” Holladay was
prompt to seize an opportunity of uscful-
ness. Passing the young sportsman, he
respectfully saluted him, and said, with
pitying earnestness, ¢ Master, you are scek-
ing happiness where you will never find
it” On went the man of God, perhaps
little dreaming that the arrow thus shot
at a venture had pierced the joints of the
armour encasing the young sportsman’s
heart. Yet so it was.

““ Home went the wounded sportsman,
the words of Holladay still soumding =
his ears, ¢ Master, you are SREKMNY DY L
ness where you will never fnd \\Gs >



The awakened young genue
to attend cottage prayer-meetii
converse with the godly men of
bourhood, and thus his anxiety "
deepened, and his desire for sa
flamed.

It was the day of his sister
Ill-prepared to join in the fe
the occasion, because of the so:
heart, Edward Brooke spent t!
night hours in reading his
wrestling with God for salvatic

All night the lonely suppliant
Al night his earnest crying m:

e e o e A
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wbled to receive Jesus as his Saviour,
1d believing with the heart unto right-
ousness, these words were applied to his
ieart, as distinctly and impressively as
s;hough spoken by & voice from heaven:
‘ Thy sins which are many are all forgiven
thee, go in peace and sin no more.” All
fear and sorrow vanished, and, believing,
he rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full
of glory.

“ Exulting in his wonderful deliverance,
his first impulse was to make it known. He
hastened to his sister’schamber and told her
the glad news that Christ had saved him
—a glorious announcement on her bridal
morn : then, early though it was, he ran
out into the village and roused a praying
man called Ben Naylor, whose heart he
knew would be in sympathy with his, and
told him how he had found the Lord ; and
they two called up a third, named Joseph
Donkersley, to share their joy; and from
the rejoicing trio up went a song of
praise, the jubilant and sweet notes of
which were music in God’s ear, and woke
up the songs of angels, and gave new im-
pulse to the happiness of heexen, ¢S
there ig joy in the presence of Voo woss

of God aver ana sinner that TENRDIWID



his former course ot 11¢, auw aeee |
sports to have too great a charm fo!
he gave them up in the most re
manner. “ Sir,” said he to a Chr
friend, “ I found that the gate was 1
and so I pressed into it myself, an
my horses, and dogs, and the world
side.” In his zeal to be quit of wt
felt to be a temptation, he gave ord
have his dog kennels pulled dow
hearing which, his father interpose
countermanded the instructions, s
“T hope Edward will want the k

again”; but it was in vain, the ¢

~~et  the camel had gone throuy
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. Brooke’s early career illustrates
reat usefulness of small meetings in
3 and cottages, where the uneducated,
oor, and raw beginners may feel at
in their first attempts at speaking,
it not been for such gatherings he
t bave remained silent, for he could
ave dared to make his first essays
¢ a large congregation. Our author
y remarks that “The cottage
r-meeting is certainly one of the
raining schools for the development
ristian gifts, Insome of our town-
ts, where chapels are few and large,
she pulpits invariably supplied by
ned ministers, and where Sunday
loon services have been discon-
1, and no rooms or cottages are
«d for mission work, what oppor-
y have those whom the Spirit
3 to preach his word, to test
call by actnal experiment, and to
op their preaching power by fre-
i practice ?

n such meetings, Edward Brooke
ventured to deliver the message of
ion, which was as a burning fire
up in his bones, Il he Won Ry

b

N
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d encouragement and strength
ervice.

rayerful consideration and
with Christian friends, it was
1at Edward Brooke should
convictions of duty to the
f others, by preaching in
kersley’s chamber, a large
answered the threefold pur-
jorkshop, a bedroom, and a
the neighbours might gather
God. The service was dul

and great interest awakene

- gquire’s first appearance as a
‘he chamber was thronged,
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, gifts offered on every hand, which

e accepted as a call from God. Those
who had known the squire in his wild
days, and those who had heard of his re-
markable conversion, all flocked to hear
him. The announcement that Squire
Brooke would preach, ‘not only drew
]y]oung squires, but emptied the public

ouses far and near, and was the signal
for many an old poacher, dog-fighter,

igeon-flyer, drunkard, and habitual Sab-
Bath-bteaker, to find his way to the house
of God. The squire attracted congrega-
tions such as no other man could get,
comprising the fast men, the publicans
and harlots, the roughs and outcasts of
society, the sight of whom, in the house
of God, must have made the heart of the
preacher leap for joy, and carried him out
of himself.

“Influenced by the strange character
of the congregations which thronged to
hear him, and by the fact that many
heard him, to whose untaught, sensual
minds, theological terms and doctrinal
definitions conveyed no meaning, and
ordinary preaching was unintelligible, he,
of set purpose, renounced the e X ™=
first sermon in favour of anotoer, WO
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conducted by the sorrowing woman, ar
reaching the house, he walked straight ir
the bar, where a number of old top:
were soaking according to their o
tom ; and there, in their midst, was t
fallen man, ¢ What art thou doing her:
said the squire, fixing his eyes upon t
g)or backslider, ¢ this is no place for the
isconcerted by Mr. Brooke’s unexpect
appearance, and conscience-stricken, t
man gave no reply, and seemed as thou
he would fain have dropped through t
floor to escape the terrible gaze of t
squire’s reproving eyes. ‘Come out w:
me and come home with me,’ said t
squire, and as the culprit still kept ]
seat, he seized him by his coat collar a
pulled him out into the street.”
“The topers, exasperated by such i
fringement of the ‘liberty of the subjec
sprang to their feet and rushed to t
rescue. 'The squire turned himself abo
looked his opponents in the face, a
raising his big, powerful arm, sa
¢ There is not a man in the lot dare la
finger on me.’ He then walked off |
captive, gave him good counsel, and the
is reason to believe that e nees N
the snare again.”
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stood up in the conveyance :
to a man in a distant part o
the way-side, who was gather
‘Here, I want thee,’ beckoni
hand at the same time for |
come to him. When he came¢
fence, Mr. Brooke said, ¢ Thou
sinner, art thou going to sell 1
soul to the devil on a Sunday 1
a few E&lb? nettles I” and lookii
into his face, he prayed witl
lemnity, ‘The Lord have me
soul. Amen.’ Then, quick :
he sa‘id, ¢ Drive on, §mith.’ )

LR IR |
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sat down to rest. The squire made some
friendly observations, and when his repast
was spread, invited the young man to join
him.  The offer was gratefully accepted.
‘Whilst enjoying their savoury dish the
youth’s heart opened, and there was a
pleasant flow of conversation. ‘We are
expecting a very strange preacher,” said
he, ¢at our village to-night. He is a great
man for prayer-meetings, and tries to con-
vert all the folks into Methodists.” ¢ In-
deed,” replied the squire, with evident
interest in the topic, ¢ have you ever heard
him ? ¢No, I haven’t, said the youth,
‘but my brother has.” ¢Well, what did
your brother say about him ?* enquired the
squire. ¢Oh, he told me he never heard
such a queer chap in his life; indeed, he
didn’t know if he were quite right in his
head ; but,’ said the young man, ¢ I intend
to go and hear for myself.” ¢ That is right,
my lad,” said the squire, ‘and get your
brother to go too, he may have a word to
suit you both.” They did go, and greatly
to the young man’s surprise, as the
E:‘eacher mounted the pulpit, he recognised

is friendly entertainer at the wayside tnm.
As the squire proceeded With Tne wexwr

the young man’s heart Wos Wodhed, ™



seekers .
verted not merely ...
into Christian believers.”

Here is a specimen of 1
letters: brief, but all on f

“ Dear John,—In repl
leave to say that our labot
not in vain. A new class
and about & dozen have
found peace. Praise the
rise. All hell is on ther
go round about the bul’
and mark well her pa’
ultimately and finally t
gayall. Go on, John,

-~ tan God. Bea gi
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e take farewell of Squire Brooke with
it, a8 we copy the last entry from his
r :—¢ ¢ In returning and rest shall ye
wed : in quietness and in confidence
be your strength.’—* Thou shalt see
er things than these.’—*Thou pre-
28t him with the blessings of good-
’—¢T will do better unto you than at
beginnings.’—¢ My soul is even 88 &
ied child.” And then, possibly to ex-
i his fuller apprehension of the in-
s mercy of his covenant God, and a
T trust than he had heretofore exer-
, he writes with a trembling hand
was soon to forget its cunning, ¢ Never
'e.’ »
e do not wonder that his memoir is
10 fourth thousand* ; it is exceed-
" well written, and we congratulate
Lord upon his spirit and ability.

Jquire Brooke,” by the Rav. 3. W.Lsed.
on, Adams and Co.
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combined with ignorance, and idiosyn-
crasies prominent in men who cannot
even spell the word. What in a gentle-
man would be a peculiarity, is reckoned
in a poor man to be an absurdity. Such
slaves are most men to kid gloves and
good balances at the banker’s, that they
toady to aristocratic whims, and even
affect to admire in my Lord Havethecash
that which would disgust them in poor
Tom Honesty. This partiality of judg-
ment, in & measure, affects even Christ-
ians, who, beyond all other men, are
bound to judge things by their own in-
trinsic value, and not according to the
false glitter of position and wealth. We
claim for uneducated Christian men as
wide a range for their originality a8 would
be allowed them if they were the well-
instructed sons of the rich; we would not
have a shrewd saying decried because it
is ungrammatical ; nor & fervent, spiritual
utterance ridiculed because it is roughly
expressed. Consider the man as he is;
make allowances for educational disad-
vantages, for circumstances, and for com-
panionships, and do not turm awey Wk
contempt from that which, in Yo B
God, may be infinitely more PLRONUR R



Bray, ot uornwai, ivr screims ju
local preacher among the Bible Christ
we beg his pardon for calling hii
a name which he never used, an
troduce him & second time, with dt
curacy, as Billy Bray. This worthy
once a drunken and lascivious n
but grace made him an intensely et
and decided follower of the Lord .
His conversion was very marked
was attended with those violent ¢
gles of conscience which frequent
. tend that great change in strong-ir
and passionate natures.
His actual obtaining of peace b

C e maad d
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they appear as one. Bray was assailed
by the fierce temptation that he would
never find mercy ; but with the promise,
“ Seek, and ye shall find,” he quenched
this fiery dart of the wicked one, and in
due time he learned, by blessed experience,
that the promise was true. Beautifully
simple and touching are his own words:—
“T said to the Lord, ¢Thou hast said,
They that ask shall receive, they that seek
shall find, and to them that knock the door
shall be opened, and I have faith to believe
it” In an instant the Lord made me so
happy that I cannot express what I felt.
I shouted for joy. I praised God with my
whole heart for what he had done for a
;I)‘oor sinner like me: for I could say, the
ord hath pardoned all my ®ins. I think
this was in November, 1823, but what day
of the month I do not know. I remember
this, that everything looked new to me;
the people, the fields, the cattle, the trees,
I was like a man in a new world.
I spent the greater part of my time
in praising the Lord. I could say with
David, ¢ The Lord hath brought me up
out of a horrible pit, and out of the wixy
clay, and set my feet upon ® ook, ™
established my goings, m&h&\h‘gﬁ;ﬁ“’“
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vel('ly happy in my work, and could leap
and dance for joy underground as well
as on the surface.’

“ Bray began publicly to exhort men to
repent, and turn to God, about a year after
his conversion. Towards the end of 1824
his name was put on the Local Preachers’
Plan, and his labours were much blessed
in the conversion of souls, He did not
commonly select a text, as is the general
habit of preachers, but he usnally began
his addresses by reciting a verse of a hymn,
a little of his own experience, or some
telling anecdote. But he had the happy
art of pleasing and profiting all classes, the
rich as much as the poor; and all cha-
racters, the worldly as much as the pious,
flocked to hear him, He retained his
popularity until the last. Perhaps no
preacher in Cornwall ever acquired more
extensive or more lasting renown, and the
announcement of his name as a speaker at
a missionary meeting, or on any special
occasion, was a sufficient attraction, who-
ever else might or might not be present.
Sometimes his illustrations and appeals
made a powerful impresgion. | temesuer

once hearing him speak with gresh Ve
to a large congregation, printipally RSS!
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outward manifestations they occasionally
witnessed to the extent that he himself
did. Billy could not tolerate ¢ deadness,’
a8 he expressively called it, either in a
Erofessing Christian or in a meeting. He

ad a deeper sympathy with persons sing-
ing, or shouting, or leaping for joy, than
he had with

¢ The speechless awe that dares not move,
And all the silent heaven of love.’”

Methodism is the mother church of
Cornwall, and Bray was a genuine though
uncultivated child of herheart. As John
Wesley always associated the grace of
God with the penny a week, so Bray’s re-
ligion was not all shouting; it had an
eminently practical turn in many direc-
tions. Billy was quite a mighty chapel
builder ; he began by getting a piece of
freehold from his mother, which he cleared
with his own hands, and then proceeded
to dig out the foundations of a chapel
which was to be called Bethel. Under
great discouragements, both from friends
and foes, mostly, however, from ‘s
first, he actually built the Peee, Wotes

ing at it himself, and ot the wexe W
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wise. On-lookers wieo
silly, and called him so ; but, ¢
remarked, “ Wise men could
preached in the chapel if silly
not built it.” Almost as sog
building was finished, he was
commence another., It was muc
and many talked about it, but n
the heart to begin it but Billy
begged the land, borrowed a hor
of the giver ; and then after
own hard day’s work undergrc
Eit., and providing for five sme
e and his son worked at r:
and building the walls ; frequ
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the down.” So the devil said no more
ne on that subject. Sometimes I had
ters on my hands, and they have been
y sore. But I felt I did not mind
t, for if the chapel should stand one
idred years, and if one soul were con-
ted in it every year, that would be a
idred souls, and that would pay me
Lif I got to heaven, for they that ¢ turn
ay to righteousness shall shine as the
8 for ever and ever.’ So I thought I
iould be rich enough when I got there.
3 chapel was finished after a time;
. the opening day came. We had
wching, but the preacher was a wise
1, and a dead man. I believe there
.not much good done that day, for it
i a very dead time with the preacher
.people; for he had a great deal of
m{)mr, anhd but little of Fatflt)er. b‘ It is
might, nor b er, but by my
.'it,y saith the Lo{rdp’0 If it ways by
lom or might, I should have but a
Al part, for my might is little and
wisdom less. Thanks be to God,
work is his, and he can work by
msoever he pleases. The wroed
day after the chapel wes opened . wes
wed’ there, I saidtothepeapie, 3
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souls 1 will have.” ‘L'he Lord
in a wonderful manner. Th
cried to the Lord for mercy ; a
saw that 1 said, * Now the cha
for already.” The good Lord v
work there ; and the society soc
from fifteen members to thirty.
how good the Lord is to me; ]
one soul a year, and he gave !
souls the first year. Bless and
holy name, for he is good, and
endyureth for ever, for one soul i
thousand worlds, Our little c
three windows, one on one side
on the other; the old devil, wh
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th all our might ; and ke shall never
ar the last of 1.

No sooner was this second house
nished, than he began a third and larger
ne, and in this enterprise his talent for
ollecting, as well as his zeal in giving
ind working, were well displayed. He had
aigh—and a8 we believe proper—ideas of

his mission, in gathering in the subscrip-
tions of the Lord’s stewards. “A friend
who was with Billy on a begging expedi-
dition, suggested, as they were coming
near a gentleman’s house, and Billy was
evidently making for the front door, that
it would be better if they went to the
back door. ¢No,” said Billy, ‘I am the
son of a King, and I shall go frontways.””
“ At one time, at a missionary meeting,
he seemed quite vexed because there was
something said in the report about money
received for ‘rags and bomes.” And
when he rose to address the meeting
he said: ‘I don’t think it is right sup-
ggrting the Lord’s cause with old rags and
nes. The Lord deserves the best, and
ought to have the best.’” Well done,
Billy! This is right good, =nd o\
divinity. .
Billy knew how to ficht the dsN~
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him by making au ev..
sounds ; but he went singing o
At last one of them said, in the
rible tones, *“ But I'm the devil
the hedge, Billy Bray.” “ Bless
Bless the Lord !” said Billy, «
know thes < wust’ so far away
To use Billy’s own expressio!
could the devil do with such as
“One of the most blessed re
deep piety was his unfeigned hr
his continual sense of dependenc
The Lord’s servants without
gresence are weak like othe
amson, when he lost his loc
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say, and you looking like & fool and not
able to speak ? Yes, for it was not long
before I said, I am glad I am stopped,
and that for #iree reasons, And the first
is, To humble my soul, and make me feel
more dependent on my Lord, to think
more fully of the Lord and less of myself.
The next reason is, To convince you that
are ungodly, for you say we can speak
what we have a mind to, without the Lord
a8 well as with him ; but Iyou cannot say
80 now, for you hear how I was speaking,
but when the Lord took away his Spirit I
could not say another word ; without my
Lord I could do nothing. And the third
reason is, That some of you young men
who are standing here may be called to
stand in the pulpit some day as I am,
and the Lord may take his Spirit from you
as he has from me, and then you might
day, it is no good for me to try to preach
or exhort, for I was stopped the last time
I tried to preach, and f shall preach no
more. But now you can say, 1 saw poor
old Billy Bray stopped once like me, and
he did not mind it, and told the people
that he was glad his Liord hed sopwd
him: Billy Bray's Lord is my Lo, s\
am glad he stopped me 0o, for ¥ 3 X
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Preaching 1n such a s(pimt
sure to have a blessing, and a
had. Many orators and doctors
look very small by the side of
if we estimate ministries by t
in soul-winning, and they will 1
still when the souls saved by p

akers shall shine forth like
their own rhetorical fame a:
learning shall be as darkness.

‘We say no more, but refer tk
the memoir of Billy Bray, wril
F. W. Bourne, and published a
Christian Book Room, 26, .
Row.
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IN CONCLUSION.

AvryL these eccentric preachers were in
downright earnest, and because they were
o their humour sometimes came to the
front. Had their consecration to their
work been less complete they would have
taken more thought of public opinion, and
have been more fearful of incurring re-
proach ; but they were so set upon their
one object of sending home the truth to
the consciences of their hearers that they
forgot their own reputations, and spoke
with boldness,

Had these men been trifiers with holy
things, or jesters upon sacred topics, they
would have been worthy of all the censure
which has been poured upon them; but
they were nothing of the kind. Among
the earnest they were the most earnest ; no
one cun doubt that. This,indesd vy =
the bottom of the oppoEition Wiieh Ny

arouged. Had they been mere RS

|
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discharge their vy ..

of routine, they would have ru
of standing in the pillory of |
men may be as dull and as po
they please in the ministry withc
being called eccentric.

If all men were right-mir
would be willing to listen to tk
of salvation, even if it were ¢
the driest terms of technical the
men are 8o careless about all t
of their souls that we have :

reach to them, but to indu
ear us. A great part of our
in seeking out attractive i

“-~inn cavinea 1
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by themselves, we must put them on
wheels and g0 set them in motion. Our
object is—if by any means we may save
some ; and since men will not believe with-
out hearing, and will not hear unless we
make the word pleasant and attractive to
them, we dare not do otherwise than in-
dulge them in this respect, and woo them
to instruction as children are enticed to
learning by stories and pictures.

This little book is not written to incul-
cate eccentricity, or even to excuse all its
displays ; but, if possible, to take the edge
from the scalping knife of slanderous mis-
representation and carping censure, Fair
and honest criticism is not to be depre-
cated ; it may be useful if honestly and
kindly spoken. No Christian minister in
his right mind wishes to shield himself
behind his office, nor does he desire to be
regarded as infallible; but what we do re-
quest is that our hearers’ thoughts should
not be diverted from our subject by the
little details of our style and manner.
These are trifles, but our message is &
matter of life and death.

Reader, if you are brought W ‘thena

in the Lord Jesus Christ Qcmw‘\\\ o
rery little fault with the iniekry W™



able to make an exvuo. .
out of the singularity of the pre:
in these days if one man cannot p
it is easy for you to find anot
there is no law to prevent you
where you are most benefited.
shift your seat than waste your S
To all wise and candid beli¢
commend the language of the a
“Who then is Paul, and who is
but ministers by whom ye beliex
as the Lord gave to every man ¥
are not to be pitted one against
as if they were rivals engaged in
far the belt ; they are to be loved

® =~ a0 fallaw-helners
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